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Brazilian Pulse heads a New Zealand-bred 
Trifecta in the VRC Oaks

Summer 2010 – 2011

Following on from her smart 
win in the VRC Wakeful 
Stakes (Gr 2) on the first 
day of the Melbourne Cup 
Carnival, Brazilian Pulse 
blitzed her rival three-year-
old fillies in the Group One 
$1million VRC Oaks and 
became the leading staying 
three-year-old filly 
in Australasia.

The Captain Rio (GB) 
–Sharazad (IRE) (Tenby-
Shabarana) filly made easy 
work of the 2500 metre 
classic and stormed home 
by almost a length in front 
of fellow New Zealand-bred 
fillies Shamrocker (O’Reilly-Bohemian Blues) second and Placement 
(Savabeel-Lucida) third.

It was only the sixth race day start for the strongly built bay filly who 
commenced racing just two months ago with a debut win over 1200 
metres. She followed that with a second win 
over 1300 metres before being narrowly 
beaten in the 1600 metre group two Edward 
Manifold Stakes also at Flemington. In her 
next outing, the group one Caulfield 1000 
Guineas (1600 metres), she ran a brave 
third, before going to Flemington to win the 
Wakeful Stakes on the opening day of 
the Carnival.

Brazilian Pulse was purchased by Paul 
Moroney Bloodstock from the 2009 NZB 
Select Sale at Karaka from the draft of Raffles Farm. Priced at $26,000, 
she joins an elite band of inexpensive fillies that Moroney has purchased 
including the group one winners Eskimo Queen, Shizu, Clean Sweep and 
It’s My Sin, to name a few. The list is quite long, considering that Moroney 
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has purchased 25 individual 
group one winners.

Like a lot of fillies purchased 
by Paul Moroney, she was a 
little bit backward and not 
very big, but she had that 
look about her that he likes.

“She was a lovely walking 
filly with big ears, and she 
was a bay as opposed to 
a lot of Captain Rio’s who 
are chestnut, so I knew she 
had thrown to her female 
line. There are many good 
performing bays in that 
family,” said Paul Moroney.

“I thought she was the nicest 
filly at all the yearling sales that year, and I said to Mike that I could 
see her as an Oaks or classic filly, very much in the style of the type of 
fillies bred by the Aga Khan. And when you consider that she descends 
from one of the Aga Khan’s families, the same family as Shergar, I was 

on the right track.”

Brazilian Pulse was bred by Singaporean  
Mr Freddy Lee who was previously the 
owner of Raffles Farm in Cambridge when 
it was under the management of the late 
Graham Stubbings.

She is the third winning foal of the Irish bred 
mare Sharazad, a winner at 11 furlongs, 
and a granddaughter of a half sister to the 
ill fated English Derby winner Shergar. It is 
a family full of European stakes winners. 
Sharazad also left two winners by Bahhare; 

Man on Fire the winner of three races in Singapore, and Jindabyne 
Lass who is now at stud. Unfortunately Sharazad died foaling a filly to 
Ustinov the year after she left Brazilian Pulse. 
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Further bad luck saw that filly injured in a fence and due to some quite bad 
scarring on her hind legs she was unable to go through the sales ring.  
She was at Scotsman Valley Farm, the property of Scott Williams, and at  
the start of winter one of his staff members asked another Cambridge  
horse woman, Sally House, if she would be interested in taking a yearling 
filly by Ustinov.

According to Sally, she was a little bit interested because she had two 
Ustinov youngsters and really liked them, but she certainly didn’t need 
another filly so didn’t really give it a lot of thought. 

“Kara pleaded with me to go out to the farm and have a look at her, stating 
that I was her last hope or she was going to be pet food, knowing full well 
I’m a soft touch for taking unwanted horses. 

“Anyway I liked what I saw, she was a tall filly with long legs and a lot   
of scope and I thought she could develop into a nice horse, so home  
she came.  

“I had no idea who she was out of and a couple of weeks later I rang Kara 
to ask her what her breeding was, and I was pleasantly surprised when I 
looked her up and found out that her third dam was a half sister to Shergar.

“Over winter I broke her in and worked her along. She is a lovely mover and 
I was quite happy with her. Around the time of the Caulfied 1000 Guineas,  
I can recall hearing that a relation of Shergar had run third in that race but  
I didn’t think much of it until I was sitting down to watch the Wakeful Stakes 
at Flemington and looked at the breeding of Brazilian Pulse. 

“I was over the moon when she won the Wakeful and when she went on 
and won the Oaks I was really, really excited. To have a half sister to such a 
good filly is really exciting.

“I will probably give her a couple of starts as a late two-year-old for 
education and hopefully at three she can win a couple of races. She doesn’t 
have to do much to be valuable as a broodmare now that she is a half sister 
to a filly like Brazilian Pulse.

Harking back to Freddy Lee, Graham Stubbings and Raffles Farm, about ten 
years ago Stubbings went to Ireland with Bernard Tay who was Freddy Lee’s 
bloodstock adviser in Singapore. There they purchased four mares at the 
Goff’s sale to be domiciled at Raffles Farm.

Sharazad (IRE) was one of those mares, another was Tunisia (GB) 
(Sanglamore-Tunaria) the dam of the group one winner Mr Baritone 
(Stravinsky), and the third was Regal Ash (GB) (Green Desert-Bashush) the 
dam of group one performer Captain Fantastic (Fantastic Light), both trained 
by Mike Moroney.

With the death of Graham Stubbings and the sale of Raffles Farm, Lee 
dispersed most of his bloodstock with the exception of a Johar half sister to 
Mr Baritone who is under service to Perfectly Ready. She will also be sold 
next autumn. Stubbings was also a reputable bloodstock agent and dabbled 
in training as well. 

According to Russell Warwick of Westbury Stud where Brazilian Pulse’s sire 
Captain Rio stands, Stubbings was a big supporter of that stallion.

“As well as Brazilian Pulse he was responsible for the mating of Alegrio 
(Captain Rio – Eledance) who won his sixth race at Counties on Cup Day, 
and as a three-year-old won the listed Southland Guineas.  

“And he also sent Star Angel(Forest Glow-Perfect Partner) to Captain Rio 
three times, the first mating produced Favela Star who from five starts has 
had three wins and two seconds in Queensland, and the second Captain 
Kirk who has impressively won two races from two starts. The third colt is 
an unraced two-year-old.”
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One of Auckland’s oldest thoroughbred farms Haunui Farm is on the 
move to Karaka.

For over fifty years the Chittys have farmed the Whitford property and 
with Transpower buying that property for the Whakamaru to Otahuhu 
pylon project the need arose to relocate Haunui Farm. Fortunately they 
were able to stay in the South Auckland area by securing 250 acres of 
prime land on the Karaka peninsula.  

The new property encompasses the old Twin Pines property in Kidd 
Road and the adjoining Stoneybridge stallion property in Linwood Road. 

“The Kidd Road property was originally set up as a pre-training 
establishment that went on to become a stud property so it didn’t 
really have the facilities we needed to move forward,” Mark Chitty told 
the NZTBA Bulletin, “so with a clean slate we decided to commence 
our building project with Ron (Mark’s father) as our Project Manager,”

“He sourced quotes from various barn building contractors and after 
some pretty thorough research we decided that the NZTBA commercial 
partners Magnum Industries and Goldpine had all the products  
we wanted.”

In recent years the NZTBA has developed some long term strategic 
relationships with commercial 
partners who would 
complement their members. 
One of the more recent 
partnerships is with Magnum 
Industries and Goldpine, 
leaders in the construction of 
quality stables, and they are 
currently constructing all the 
new farm buildings at the 
new Karaka location for 
Haunui Farm.

Magnum Industries specialise 
in the manufacture of quality 
horse walkers, aqua walkers, 
stables, stable hardware, 
feed systems and grain crushers and are now the New Zealand agents 
for horserail, whereas Goldpine is renowned as outdoor timber 
specialists specialising in poles, posts and kitset sheds.

“Our association with the NZTBA is our way of showing support for the 
breeders. Without them we don’t really have an industry,” said Mark 
Brady of Waikato based Magnum Industries.

“It’s a nice fit for both brands, Magnum and Goldpine, and the support 
we have received from the breeders has been outstanding and we are 
very grateful.”

According to Dave Edgar from Goldpine, it is definitely a  
worthwhile relationship.

“It puts us in touch with our target market. We have been very happy 
with the relationship and the feedback we get from the NZTBA is great. 
Goldpine’s association with the NZTBA came about with our 
partnership with Magnum, we build the buildings and Magnum 
Industries fit out the interiors, and this seems to be the case at  
Haunui Farm.

“Goldpine have to date built three of four specialist buildings at the 
new property incorporating our designs Haunui’s  specifications which 
include a serving barn and crush, a veterinary barn with a crush and 

Haunui Farm Builds a 
World Class Stud Facility

yards, a broodmare barn with eleven boxes and a wash-bay and 
office included inside the barn. We still have the final construction to 
work on being a 35 box yearling barn.

“I find that horse people all have their own ideas about what works 
best for them and it is our job to construct what they want. We start 
with a standard plan and make a version to suit each individual.

“Their vision is to have one of the best breeding facilities in the 
Southern Hemisphere and I believe we have helped them achieve 
that,” he said.

Mark Chitty pretty much concurs with Dave’s sentiments and states 
that they have been fantastic to work with.

“The reps have worked closely with us and they have come up with 
some great ideas. They have great contractors who know their 
product well and in some cases they have manufactured new 
products for us,” he said.

“All the new buildings have wooden frame work, with steel walls lined 
with Magnum’s new product Magnaclad, and all the internal 
hardware like the feed bins, hay racks, sliding doors, and opening 
doors are Magnum products.

“Our loose boxes are pretty 
standard except that all the 
feed bins and the water 
buckets are at the front of 
the box. This way the horses 
can be fed from outside the 
boxes and staff members 
are not at risk going into a 
stable with a horse. 

“Inside our boxes we wanted 
a long-wearing, durable 
product that horses wouldn’t 
chew and would clean up 
with a water blast, and that 
is what Magnaclad provides.

It’s very flexible and has plenty of give in it which reduces the 
likelihood of horses injuring themselves when they kick out at it or it 
being damaged. 

“It requires no framework which means that even though the price 
per metre seems quite expensive, it’s quite a comparative cost when 
you deduct the price of the framework and the need for maintenance. 
And more importantly it looks smart.”

Magnaclad is a high impact flexible plastic product that comes in a 
variety of colours that is guaranteed to last up to twenty years. Unlike 
a wooden product it doesn’t require painting or staining, is 
maintenance free, and is hygienic and easy to clean. It is easy to 
install as it can be manufactured to suit any size, and is not restrictive 
like plywood which comes in standard size sheets, requiring 
additional framework. It is manufactured in New Zealand and is 
100% recyclable.

Over the past twelve months since the land sale was first completed 
there has been an immense amount of activity at the property, not 
just the construction of the new buildings.

“We have done a lot of fencing and a lot of tree planting. We have 
planted in excess of 2000 trees for shelter and aesthetics. As well we 

Haunui Farm’s new tailor-made breeding barn in South Auckland
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Haunui Farm Builds a 
World Class Stud Facility Contd from p3

have moved a lot of trees to cut down on the mowing and have 
developed new stallion paddocks at the front of the Kidd Road 
property. We have undertaken a lot of pasture renovation on the 
property and have completed a third of the farm already, we will 
do another third next autumn and the final third the autumn 
after that.”

Haunui is extensively using Horserail fencing products in 
preference to traditional post and rail. Ron Chitty stated he 
believes Horserail will be used in preference to post and rail in 
the future as it is a very forgiving product on the horse,  
unlike timber.

“At this stage we hope to be fully operational at Karaka by 
August 2011 with all our foaling and mating to be done on the 
new property next season. We prepared our Ready to Run 
horses there this season and 25 Select and Festival yearlings 
will be prepared from the new property for Karaka 2011. The broodmare barn includes eleven boxes, a 

wash-bay and office.

“Although leaving Whitford will be the end of an era for Haunui, we are very 
much looking forward to becoming fully operational at the new Karaka 
farm” said Mark Chitty, looking towards the future for Haunui Farm and 
future generations of the Chitty family.



NZTR Announce Fillies & Mares Series
by Craig Baker (NZTR)

At its meeting on 5 July, the NZTR Board approved directing 
$150,000 from its Funding Policy towards fillies and mares in the 
Northern Region. In the context of funding across all three regions, it 
is important to note that the $150,000 allocated to fillies and mares 
is part of the total funding allocated to the Northern Region. It is not 
additional funding.

The intention of the approved funding amount was to give fillies and 
mares the chance to race for higher stakes at the lower level, thereby 
encouraging owners and trainers to race more female horses, 
particularly those with less commercial pedigrees.

The Fillies and Mares series was initially planned for the second half 
of the season, however NZTR and the Northern Programming 
Committee believed the number of meetings over the summer period 
presented an ideal opportunity to programme races for fillies and 
mares, without taking away opportunities for colts, geldings   
and entires. 

Taking this into account, the initial series is to be run in the period 
between the second week of December 2010 and early February 
2011. The earlier timing means a second series can be programmed 
for the winter period, providing an opportunity for a different pool of 
female horses to race for higher stakes. 

The first series has been pitched at 1200m to 1600m, with a 1600m 
final. The winter fillies and mares series is likely be targeted at 
1200m to 1400m horses, given the likely more testing nature of the 
surfaces at that time. 

The heats and finals of both series will replace races already 
allowed for in Funding Policy calculations and not as extra races on 
the card. This enables higher stakes to be programmed for all races 
in the series, given that a proportion of funding is already allowed 
for in the Funding Policy. 

The heats for the Fillies and Mares Summer Series are outlined 
below, with an increased stakes contribution of $92,000. A further 
$58,000 will be available for the winter Fillies and Mares series. 

Maiden and Rating 70 races on Industry Days will be run for the 
Maiden and Rating 70 Feature minimums – increased from $5,000 
to $10,000 for Maiden races and $6,000 to $13,000 for Rating 70 
races – and Maiden and Rating 70s on Feature days will be run for 
the Maiden and Rating 70 Premier minimum – increased from 
$10,000 to $15,000 for Maiden races and $13,000 to $20,000 for 
Rating 70 races. 

The final will be run on a Feature Day for $40k, the same level as a 
Premier Open race. 

Guy Sargent, Chairman of NZTR, commented: “This is an exciting 
new series of higher stakes races, exclusively aimed at rewarding 
Owners of Fillies and Mares rated 70 or below. A total of eleven 
heats will be run building up to the Series Final; ten heats in the 
Northern Region and one heat in the Central Region.”  

“The Series Final will be run at the Waikato Racing Club meeting on 
Saturday, 5 February 2011. Any horse that has competed in at least 
one heat will be eligible for the Final irrespective of its Rating.”

 
Day/Date Club Race & Distance

Original 
Stake 

Stake 
Increase

New 
Stake

Heat 1 Fri 10 Dec Racing Tauranga Maiden F&M 1400m $5,000 $5,000 $10,000

Heat 2 Sun 12 Dec  Auckland RC Rating 70 F&M 1200m $13,000 $7,000 $20,000

Heat 3 Sat 18 Dec Waikato RC Maiden F&M 1600m $10,000 $5,000 $15,000

Heat 4 Mon 27 Dec Racing Rotorua Maiden F&M 1400m $5,000 $5,000 $10,000

Heat 5 Mon 27 Dec Racing Rotorua Rating 70 F&M 1400m $6,000 $7,000 $13,000

Heat 6 Sat 1 Jan Hawke’s Bay RI Maiden F&M 1400m $5,000 $3,000  $8,000

Heat 7 Sun 2 Jan Racing Tauranga Rating 70 F&M 1300m $13,000 $7,000 $20,000

Heat 8 Wed 19 Jan Whangarei RC Rating 70 F&M 1600m $6,000 $7,000 $13,000

Heat 9 Sat 22 Jan Counties RC Rating 70 F&M 1400m  $13,000 $7,000 $20,000

Heat 10 Fri 28 Jan Racing Te Aroha Maiden F&M 1600m $5,000 $5,000 $10,000

Heat 11 Fri 28 Jan Racing Te Aroha Rating 70 F&M 1600m $6,000 $7,000  $13,000

FINAL Sat 5 Feb WAIKATO RC SP COND F&M 1600M $13,000 $27,000 $40,000

The following points will be awarded in each heat: FIRST: 15pts  SECOND: 8pts  THIRD: 5pts  FOURTH: 3pts  FIFTH: 2pts  EVERY OTHER STARTER: 1pt

To be eligible for the Series Final, a horse must have competed in at least one heat and winners of each heat are exempt from the ballot in the 
final. The Series Final will be run as a Handicap with a 53kg minimum weight.

The order of entry in the Series Final will be determined by the number of points accrued in the heats. Should it be necessary to determine the 
order of entry between horses that have earned equal points, the handicap ratings will be employed, and if those horses have the same handicap 
rating, they will be selected at the discretion of the Handicapper.

NZTBA COMMENT: It is hoped that this Northern Series is just the forerunner of many more opportunities for fillies and mares throughout  

New Zealand, not just in the Northern Region. The NZTBA recognises that the programming of these events is needed throughout the country 

and will continue to emphasise the importance to NZTR and the Regional Programming Committees. Hopefully this is Stage One of much 

needed support at this level.
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Introducing the NZTBA Credit Card by Diners Club

   

The Card that takes care of you...

with exclusive member benefits, an exceptional 
Rewards Programme, prize draws* and saves 
you time and money to spend on the things you 
love.

To convert your NZTBA Membership Card into a 
NZTBA Diners Club Credit Card, simply apply 
on-line at www.nzthoroughbred.co.nz or call 
toll-free on 0800 346 377 for more information.



NZTBA Welcomes        
Diners Club New Zealand
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The NZTBA has great pleasure in announcing that 
Diners Club New Zealand has come on board as a new 
business partner, with a new co-branded Card offering 
membership benefits to NZTBA members.

“We are delighted to undertake 
a partnership with New Zealand 
Thoroughbred Breeders’ 
Association” says Diners Club 
General Manager David O’Brien.

“The opportunity to offer 
members the unique benefits of 
the NZTBA Diners Club Credit 
Card is innovative and we 
sincerely believe that it provides 
great value to NZTBA members.  

“We’ve been able to offer 
reduced annual fees (free for 
the first year), complimentary 
membership to the Diners Club 
Rewards Programme, as well as 
some great prizes.”

Members have already been sent a NZTBA Membership Card 
which can be converted to an NZTBA Diners Club Credit Card; 
this can be completed by filling in and returning the Application 
Brochure that was included with the Card or online via the 
Diners Club link available at www.nzthoroughbred.co.nz.

“This is an exciting opportunity for our members to benefit from the 
attractive credit card offer and I urge all members to consider converting 
their NZTBA Membership Card they will have received by now”, said 
NZTBA CEO Michael Martin. 

Diners Club New Zealand is 
the Association’s latest 
commercial partner, 
alongside Audi, the Bank of 
New Zealand, Dunstan Feeds, 
Fertco, and Magnum/
Goldpine.  

Each of these businesses is 
highly respected in the 
marketplace and all the 
partnerships provide mutual 
benefits for members. The 
partners’ websites can be 
accessed directly from the 
front page of our website at 
www.nzthoroughbred.co.nz.

NZTBA CEO Michael Martin welcomes Diners Club 

General Manager, David O’Brien

This is your NZTBA membership card for ID 

purposes, whether or not you convert it to 

a credit card. 

Your membership number is recorded on it. 


