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Dezigna’s Group I win worth the wait
S u m m e r  2 0 0 8  / 2 0 0 9

Emma Evans has been waiting a long time to win a group one race 
and when, thanks to Dezigna it finally happened, she felt stunned.

After all, nine-year-old Dezigna, whom she bred and races, had been 
group one placed seven times! His group one glory came in the 
Weight For Age Captain Cook Stakes at Wellington in late October.  

From 72 starts – the first one at two- he has now won 11 races, run 
nine seconds and 15 thirds, and earned around $750,000.  A group 
one win was therefore thoroughly well deserved. Included amongst 
his 11 wins are the Group Two Rich Hill mile, and the listed G R Kelt 
Memorial and Ag and Turf Sportsground Development Sprint.

By Volksraad out of Label Basher, Dezigna also became the 10th 
group one winner for his sire Volksraad. 

This is a family that has been in Emma Evans’ family since her aunt 
purchased the fourth dam Divine Chat during the early 1960’s making 
it a family that Emma herself has grown up with.  

“My grandmother raced horses from way back during the Depression. 
I was practically born on a racecourse.  Apparently when my mother 
was almost due to have me, she and Aunt May were at the races 
when their horse Pine Park won and paid £172.  Amidst much 
excitement I made my appearance in the world not very long after.

“My Aunt May (Wilson) bred from this family initially and she gave me 
Pine Street (Saraceno –Divine Chat) and her various offspring in the 
late eighties, early nineties.

continued on page 2
Emma and Mick Evans with Dizigna.  Photo: Trish Dunell

“I raced May Be Great (by Crested Wave) the first foal of Pine 
Street, and she won two races, and then I sent her to stud, her first 
foal was Label Basher by Conquistarose who won three races.

May Be Great’s other foals included Kiwi Kid (Kreisler), Maybe Irish 
(McGinty), Be Famous (Famous Star), Greathings Happen (Kreisler), 
Waterfields (Straussbrook), Big Noter (Bigstone), Born To Be (Star 
Way) and Alpha Earner (Volksraad), all raced by Emma.  

May Be Great also has a Thorn Park, three-year-old, and a Captain 
Rio two-year-old and an Elusive City colt foal. Now at the grand old 
age of 24 she may not be mated again. Apart from Big Noter who 
went in the wind, all have been winners.

“Kiwi Kid won the Lindauer Guineas Trial and I sold him after that. 
He was my first black type winner.  Be Famous won 10, Maybe Irish 
three, Greathings Happen won two and was third in the Group One 
Levin Classic. Alpha Earner was another who won here and was 
sold to Hong Kong. 

 “I sent Label Basher to Star Way, this mating resulted in Label 
This who won five races.  Label Basher’s second foal was Dezigna, 
and he has been a tremendous race horse who has given us lots 
of thrills. The next foal was Multi Tasker - she won five races and 
she is due to foal this season to Volksraad ,and that will be a three-
quarter relation to Dezigna. The next foal was Fascinator (Spining 
World) who has won four but I am not sure whether she has 
reached her peak yet.

“Label Basher has also produced Izonit, a full brother to 
Dezigna, He won for us recently and we have a Faltaat 
filly in work as well. Label Basher is in foal to Don 
Eduardo, and I am not sure where I will send her next.”

Emma, an NZTBA Gold Badge member, shares her 
passion for racing with her husband Mick and their two 
adult children.

“We keep them to race - we have won quite a bit and 
that keeps going back in to the horses – I have never 
sold anything through the sales, as basically I didn’t think 
their pedigrees were good enough but now when you 
start to look at the winners on paper and throw in the 
black type, they may well be up to Karaka standard. 
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Dezigna worth the wait cont.
“Mick’s caught the bug and he is breeding from Gimme 
Moore, a mare he bred and raced out of Nerissa Jay (Sea 
Anchor-Shoshana by Sharivari). Gimme Moore (Kreisler) won 
a couple and is the dam of the well performed Superalloy 
(Casual Lies), along with Gimme Magic who won a race last 
winter, and another winner in Satin Gold who has gone to stud. 
Supercharged, a younger brother to Superalloy, won a trial last 
Autumn and is back in work again. 

Emma is also enjoying success on the race track from another 
mare she is breeding from, Gia Maria (Famous Star-Gia 
Selina). Her foals all carry the names of television programmes. 
The Closer by Volksraad has won one, and her younger sister 
Outrageous Fortune has won two. Cashmere Mafia (Elusive 
City) has had three starts but shows some family ability. Gia 
Maria is also in foal to Don Eduardo.

Emma and Mick live in Howick and have all their stock nearby.  
They have properties at Ardmore and Clevedon in South 
Auckland where they keep the broodmares and young stock 
and spell some of their racehorses. Kevin Smith helps out with 
the young stock and all the mares go to Haunui Farm to foal 
down and are walked in to the stallions from there.

You get the feeling when talking to Emma that the horses are 
a big part of her life and that she is familiar with all her stock 
and their idiosyncrasies, she is familiar with their temperament 
and other traits and is mindful of how to get the best out of 
her mares’ progeny. The fact that her and Mick breed to race 
and have their horses with a variety of trainers illustrates their 
huge commitment to the racing industry. To them it is a true 
passion, as well as a social and leisure activity, they have 
made great friends and had a heap of fun over the years and 
a group one win for them with a horse like Dezigna is a fitting 
reward.

Michelle Saba - NZTBA website 
www.nzthoroghbred.co.nz

www.nzthoroughbred.co.nz NZTBA website news

The NZTBA’s website was launched in 1998 and was one of the first for the 
New Zealand thoroughbred industry.  Over the years it has won awards for 
its innovation, design and content.  

The website is updated daily to keep members abreast of news and 
happenings in the “thoroughbred” world.  Each week we publish breeder-
related stories in “Latest News” to highlight the success of our members 
that week.  

Another great feature of the website is the “For Sale and Lease” page where 
NZTBA members are welcome to list bloodstock for sale or lease, at no 
charge.  This has been a very popular and successful feature. 

We encourage you to visit our website www.nzthoroughbred.co.nz  - if you 
have any suggestions of how we may improve or enhance it, please contact 
us on: nztba@nzthoroughbred.co.nz

StrangleS
With the recent isolated outbreaks of Strangles, please 

make sure that your vaccinations are up-to-date.   
If you are unsure, consult your veterinarian.
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To date this season, NZTBA members have bred 51 black type 
winners - seven Group I winners, eight Group 2, nine Group 3, 
twenty three listed races and four Premier Jumping races.

Every win has a breeders’ story behind it and all of the eight 
NZTBA regional branches have been represented in the Black 
Type winners’ circle.  We have selected one member from each 
branch to summarise what the success has meant for each of 
them.  

Auckland
Emma and Mick Evans and Dezigna, winner of the Group I 
Captain Cook Stakes.  See story on Page 1

Waikato
Jenny and Murray McKechnie and Gallopin, winner of the 
Group 2 Moonee Valley Cup at Moonee Valley

Jenny and Murray McKechnie describe themselves as hobby 
breeders, therefore breeding Gallopin is quite an achievement 
when you are only breeding from one mare.

“We keep pinching ourselves, and keep thinking how lucky we 
are that our one mare has done so well for us,” a delighted 
Murray McKechnie enthused.

Their mare is Carla Rossi, a daughter of Spectacular Love and 
Live In Peace by War Hawk II from Peerless Peg, a Taipan II mare 
who left the Group winner Size Ten, and descends from the 
same family as the hardy campaigners Sindacato and El Questro 
who each won nine races.  

She is the dam of Gallopin and seven other foals, including Mr 
Sportsman (O’Reilly), a winner of five races in Queensland before 
being sold to Macau, Rosellini a placed mare by Pompeii Court 
and Third Avenue a Pentire gelding who races in Singapore.  

Her three-year-old Pins filly namely Miss High Heels – a full 
sister to Gallopin- is in work with Murray and Bjorn Baker, and 
her O’Reilly two-year-old filly was purchased by two of the 
owners of Gallopin, Steve and Len Phillips, for $210,000 at 
Karaka last January.  She has a filly foal by No Excuse Needed 
and is in foal to that sire again.

Taranaki/Wanganui
Wayne Keenan and O’Ceirin’s Angel, winner of the Group 3 
Evergreen Stakes at Hawera.  

Keenan races the Al Akbar mare O’Ceirin’s Angel under the 
mantle of the Keenan Family Trust, who bred the mare from one 
of their seven broodmares in residence on a fifty acre property 
just out of Wanganui known as O’Ceirin’s Lodge.  O’Ceirin is the 
Celtic version of the surname Keenan, and it seems apparent 
that this Keenan may also have a touch of the “Blarney”.

The ebullient 55-year-old former West Coaster lives in Wanganui 
where he operates a successful concrete placement business, 
and has always had an interest in racing.

Keenan describes himself as a hobby breeder and maintains 
that in the last twenty years he has probably had about 30 odd 
winners. He raced O’Ceirin’s dam, Angel Cadell, on lease from 

John Corcoran, and purchased her through the sale ring after 
she had finished racing.  She is one of three Yachtie mares that 
he breeds from - the others are Yachting Magic, a winner of two 
races and in foal to Handsome Ransom, and Gold Regatta, a 
winner of three.

Hawke’s Bay/Poverty Bay
Sam Kelt and Black Mamba, winner of the US$400,000  
Group 1 John C Mabee Handicap (1800m) at Del Mar in the 
United States of America.

Bred by Hawkes Bay businessman Sam Kelt’s Keltern Stud, 
Black Mamba (Black Minnaloushe-Snetch) was sold as a 
yearling by Trelawney Stud at the Karaka Premier Sale for 
NZ$120,000 to Cambridge trainer Murray Baker. 

The bay mare is a half-sister to Gussy Godiva (Last Tycoon), the 
dam of Group 2 winner Rios (Hussonet) and from the family of 
Fleur de Chine and Tully Thunder.

Black Mamba’s dam Sneetch’s yearling filly by Galileo was 
purchased at the Karaka Premier Sale earlier this year by 
Matamata trainer John Sargent for NZ$270,000 from Esker 
Lodge. Sneetch has a weanling colt this season by Oratorio (IRE). 

Central Districts
John Jury and Fritzy Boy, winner of the Group 1 Mudgeway 
Partsworld Stakes at Hawke’s Bay  

Winning a Group I race is the ultimate aim of any owner or 
breeder.  Fritzy Boy’s win is no exception.  It is the dream result 
especially for his breeder and part-owner John Jury.

“Winning the Mudgeway is the highlight of my racing and 
breeding career - a Group I win is something special,” he said.  
”And the way Fritzy Boy dealt to the Mudgeway field there 
should be a few more in store.”

A sixth generation Wairarapa sheep and cattle farmer, Jury 
describes himself as a hobby breeder and currently has three 
mares. His son has recently taken over the family farm at 
Ponatahi (between Greytown and Martinborough) and he has 
retired to a smaller block south of Greytown where he keeps his 
horses.

Fritzy Boy has now had 13 starts for eight wins. As a three 
year old he had six wins including the listed Wanganui, Gore, 
Southland and Dunedin Guineas before running third in the 
Group I Mercedes Derby.

Wellington

Scott and Judy Preston and Ration Point, winner of the Listed 
Winter Classic (2000m) at Canterbury.

Ration Point (8g Val D’Arno – St Hilda by Brauner) is bred, 
owned and raced by Scott Preston and his wife Judy.  To date 
Ration Point’s race results comprise seven wins, nine seconds 
and five thirds, including winning Canterbury Racing’s Listed 
Winter Classic in early August.

Horses are very much a family affair for the Preston family. Scott 
Preston manages the family’s butchery chain, and with the help 

Congratulations to the NZTBA members  
who have bred black type winners this seasom
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of his wife Judy and their two sons, they attend to the hands-on 
education and handling of the horses.

This year the Prestons will have four foals on the ground and will 
be mating six mares. Racing progeny from their mares is a big 
focus of the breeding operation.  The Prestons currently have  
five horses in work with trainers Malcolm Wallace and  
Matthew Eales.  

“Winning a black type listed race has been a huge thrill for the 
whole family, making it worth all the hard work and effort”, said 
an elated Scott Preston.  

Canterbury/Marlborough/Westland
Melba Murfitt and Gaze, winner of the Listed Jim and John 
Evans Limited Classic at Counties.

Age or distance doesn’t stop the thrill of winning!   With Gaze 
(6m Cape Cross – Eye Full by Palatable) being trained in the 
North Island and her 87-year-old owner/breeder Melba Murfitt 
living in Christchurch she doesn’t get to see her quality mare 
race very often.

When the mare won the Listed Race at Counties it was no 
exception – Melba had to be content to watch the race on 
Trackside television. That didn’t lessen the thrill of seeing her 
blitz a field which featured eight other group race winners.

“It was a lovely win and I was so thrilled especially for Roger 
James who had been so frustrated with Gaze not being able 
to get a start in the two Hastings races, she really went a 
great race. He didn’t decide to start her at Pukekohe until the 
last minute so there was no way I could get there,” added an 
obviously delighted Melba.

Melba and her late husband Mick ran the Riccarton Stud where 
they stood such successful stallions as Treasure Hunt, Ribotlight, 
and latterly Palatable, the sire of Eye Full. She is the dam of 
Gaze and this is a family that is dear to the Melba’s heart. 

Southland 

Onawe Miller and Orange County, winner of the Group 1 MRC 
Sir Rupert Clarke Stakes at Caulfield.

NZTBA Life Member Onawe Miller is convinced that Southland 
is as good as anywhere in New Zealand to breed a horse. New 
Zealand’s history of thoroughbred breeding has shown that 
Southland, Canterbury, Manawatu, Wairarapa, Taranaki and 
Hawke’s Bay have been just as capable of producing good 
horses as Waikato.

But with Waikato becoming the dominant region, Southlanders 
such as Onawe who want to remain commercial often need to 
visit Waikato-based stallions. Orange County is by one of the 
best of them – Windsor Park Stud’s stalwart Volksraad.

Orange County’s dam, Saffie, is actually owned by Onawe’s 
daughter Petrena, but as she has been developing her career 
as a top fashion designer, leased Saffie to her mother for a few 
years and she has done the family proud. So far she’s had four 
named foals, of which three have made it to the races.  All  
have won.

Orange County was sold at Karaka to Melbourne trainer Brian 
Mayfield-Smith for $70,000.

Michael Morton, stud groom at Stoney Bridge in Karaka, 
has won the Keith Taylor Memorial Scholarship to attend 
the Irish National Stud’s Diploma course next year.  The 
scholarship is generously sponsored by the K.I.A. Taylor 
Charitable Trust.

“This year’s applicants were of a very high standard 
making it a difficult decision. However, Michael impressed 
the interview panel with his excellent knowledge of the 
New Zealand thoroughbred industry and obvious passion 
for his chosen career,” said NZTBA Office Manager Sally 
Cassels-Brown, who has been involved with the selection 
and overall supervision of the scholarships since they were 
introduced in 1991.  

“Our scholarship winners over the years have achieved 
marvellous results.  We have produced seven Gold Medal 

winners in this time but most 
importantly, our students have 
performed consistently and have 
been excellent ambassadors for  
New Zealand,” she added.

Michael Morton has been at 
Stoney Bridge for the last 18 
months and his current duties 
include all aspects of stud work.  He has had a work 
experience stint at Vinery Stud in New South Wales, 
Australia and as a school boy worked during holidays at 
racing stables in Levin and New Plymouth.

Michael leaves New Zealand at the end of January 2009 to 
attend the 5-month course in Ireland.

NZTBA announces the 2009  
Irish National Stud Scholarship winner 

2009 Irish National Stud 
Scholarship winner, 
Michael Morton

Members who have bred black type winners this season cont...
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By Tony Alexander

Ever since the Reserve Bank started raising interest rates in 
January 2004 our main warning has been that the economy is 
short of resources so inflationary pressures risk coming in higher 
than people expect. That meant upside risks to interest rates and 
also to the exchange rate. The interest rate risk manifested itself  
in the first half of 2007 when the Reserve Bank took the official 
cash rate up 1% to 8.25% and retail lending rates kept on rising 
through to March this year when housing fixed interest rates got to 
almost 10%.

The upside risk for the exchange rate also manifested itself in 
March this year with the Kiwi dollar trading at over 82.0 cents 
against the American currency though by then we had seen the 
peak against the Aussie dollar near 94.0 cents late in 2005 and 
then a smaller peak near 92.0 cents in the middle of 2007.

Courtesy of the worst financial crisis since the Great Depression 
one has to say there is little upside risk to inflation in New Zealand 
and around the world over the next 2 to 3 years.

There is however considerable downside risk to economic growth 
rates around the world and that is partly why we have seen such 
weakness in sharemarkets, business and consumer confidence 
measures, indicators of household and business spending, and 
some huge movements in exchange rates.

The Kiwi dollar recently traded at 52.5 US cents as currencies 
perceived as risky were sold off by investors seeking to get their 
money back into what are generally considered safe assets in times 
of international stress. Perversely this includes the US dollar but the 
Japanese yen was the main beneficiary for a while. At the moment, 
courtesy of interest-rate cuts overseas and government spending 
and massive bank bailout initiatives, things have settled down 
mildly and the Kiwi dollar has recovered against the greenback. 
But the chances are we are going to decline further and this 
brings mixed news for international traders such as those in the 
bloodstock industry.

Export returns measured in Kiwi dollars are likely to improve but 
one has to offset that with the realisation demand for bloodstock 
overseas is likely to ease off because of the global recession which 
may extend through all of 2009. Because the cost of imports will 
go up as the Kiwi dollar declines there is probably still value in 
hedging expected forward purchases for the next 18 months.

With regard to interest rates, the direction going forward is very 
clear and it is downward. The Reserve Bank is more worried about 
weak economic activity than inflation and we see the fall in the 
official cash rate so far from 8.25% to 6.50% as likely to continue 
with the rate bottoming out near 5% toward the middle of 2009.

Fixed borrowing costs are also likely to decline though forecasting 
these is difficult at the best of times and near impossible at the 
moment because of the uncertain influences of the international 
credit crisis slowly easing off, the currency falling further, yet 
monetary policy also easing.

In the current climate borrowers are likely to be best served by 
funding at short-term interest rates now and looking to lock in a 
longer-term fixed interest rate in the second half of 2009. But be 
aware that uncertainty in this environment is extremely high and 
both currency and interest-rate hedging strategies should not 
overly rely upon semi-detailed predictions about where rates are 
likely to go. 

Tony Alexander BNZ’s Chief Economist.  This article is intended as 
a general discussion only.  The views expressed are his own and do 
not necessarily represent those of BNZ, or its related entities.

For more information about the services provided by BNZ 
Partners in the Waikato contact BNZ’s thoroughbred expert, 
Keith Lunn on  07 888 4659 or  
email keith_lunn@bnz.co.nz

Prospects for 2009 clouded by weak economic growth

auckland
Archer Equine Inv Ltd
Cheri Archer
Michael Farquhar
Jakki Good
Logan Granger
Julie Grindle
Mark & Lisa Jackson
T Patel & C Johnson
Garry Kuklinski
Ken Mackay
C & L McCulloch
S J McKee
Grant Mitchell
Keith & Lyn Oddy
Terry Powell
Danny Rolston
Debbie Tracey

Waikato
John Bell
Les Brown
Tina Bryant
P & S Calnan
Joanne Christini 
Dominic Corban
Sheel Drego
DVD Bloodstock
Michelle Evans
Gartshore Bldstk Ltd
Glen Harvey
Donald H Herbert
Brent Hill
Angela Kennair
Rochelle Kerr
R Lockett H Revell
Russell Robinson

Matthew Scown
Kylie Shepard
John Singleton
Jason Smith
B & J Smyth
D & K Smyth
N & B Tappenden
Hilton Underwood
Izak J Van Rensbourg
Rochelle Vanstone
Matthew Wilson
Mark Wright

taranaki/Wanganui
Barry & Marita Coxhead
Tony Dravitzki
Kris George
Hudson Rees Ltd

Daniel M O’Leary
Russell Philip
GJ & JK Reid
Terry Sullivan 

Central Districts
Wayne Duncan

Hawke’s Bay/ 
Poverty Bay
Margaret Harkema
Maree Nilsen
Kevin O’Hara 

Wellington
Lyn & G Carleton
Explosive Brdng Ltd
Kate Hinton

Phil Hobbs
H & L Mathews J 
Drinkwater &
M Payne
Talking Horses
Marcus Wild

Cant/Marlb/West
Paul Costigan
Helen Ferguson
Philippa Hanley
Bruce Harvey
Bevan Imrie
Darryl James
Michael Manion
Rachel Savory
C Wilson & B Sheat
C & M Svensson

Southland
Beverley Jones
Susan McGiffert

Overseas
J & J Coras
Suman Hedge
Wilma Morton
Kazuhito Ogie
Michael Shum
Gary Strath

The NZTBA warmly welcomes these new members March – Nov 2008

5



6

Bruce Slade shares his “experience of a lifetime”
I have just been on my very own experience of a lifetime. The Sunline 
Trust International Management Scholarship really is one of a kind. 10 
weeks each at Cheveley Park, England, Coolmore, Ireland, and Taylor 
Made Farm in the USA. Here are some bits and pieces from my blog of 
travels and experience: 

I was in Newmarket the home of the thoroughbred!

On the way into Newmarket my bus drives alongside a “gallop”, moving 
slowly down the narrow road, the horse alongside the bus canters with us 
for at least 500m though it seems 
like forever. Wonderful large brick 
homes and stables result at the 
end of each and every drive way we 
pass, and each speaks of its own 
illustrious history. You get the sense 
that these buildings have been 
in Newmarket for as long as the 
thoroughbred has graced the area. 
This place is amazing. The traffic 
stops for horses at all times, racing 
strings make their way through town 
daily to get to the heath for their 
gallops. One after another strings 
of up to thirty horses walk by, colts, 
geldings and fillies, no doubt blue 
bloods, all of them.

Furthermore I was at Cheveley Park, 
Newmarket:

Owned by David and Patricia 
Thompson and managed by Chris 
Richardson. Breathtaking!! It really is. You can only come so well prepared 
for a trip like this. 

The first thing that struck me was the orangey-red brick buildings - 
houses all of them, some stabling horses, the others people. Beautiful and 
historic architecture, this is obvious even to an amateur on the subject. 
Each stable topped with large clocks; golden hands and roman numerals 
make the time comprehensible, with every hour, on the hour, marked with 
a corresponding number of rings of the bell. Every stable here is finished 
in black and red with white trim. 
The upkeep of the farm is amazing, 
from the painted stables down to the 
polished brass knobs on the feed 
room doors.

Facts and Figures

Cheveley Park Stud, established 
in the 1700’s and owned by the 
Thompsons since 1975: 1000 
acres - clay based soil, 50 staff, 
350+ Horses, 7 stallions, 130 
broodmares, 100+ Horses in 
training, 5 minutes from central 
Newmarket.

And don’t forget the big man: 
PIVOTAL (Polar Falcon)- £85,000 
- he oozes class, power and 
masculinity. He’s good and he knows 
it. Leaves foals with real substance, 
great quarters and you know a Piv 
when you come across one - he is 
dominant. He ticks my every box. 

The two biggest things I took away from the Cheveley Park experience: 
A real sense of tradition, a real appreciation of the human-horse bond 
that dates back through civilization, wars, hunger, depression, recession, 
etc etc.

The Cheveley Park System- quote Chris Richardson “you have to get 
every piece of the jigsaw exactly right to solve the puzzle. From mating 
families to sires that have worked in the past to putting every horse in the 
right hands when in training, the Cheveley Park System allows them to 
control their own destiny and in doing so they are able to give their mares 
and stallions the absolute best chance of success. This holistic long term 
strategy takes capital, patience, and the very best personnel whom I was 
lucky enough to work under.

Coolmore was next where I got to work with some of the best stallions in 
the world, including Sadler’s Wells 
of course, who retired when I was 
there.

So the green of the emerald 
Isle was expected but the sheer 
lushness of this place is what 
really blew me away. Each grass 
blade, each leafy branch, and every 
blooming flower seems double-thick 
here; metaphorically this country 
is as fertile as Danehill was in the 
breeding shed, its libido always up 
for productivity.

Coolmore has been a pretty special 
place for me in terms of nurturing 
my love of thoroughbred racing and 
breeding, so upon arrival it is fair to 
say I had well formed perceptions 
of what it would be like, and it is fair 
to say that my expectations were 
high as I have always put Coolmore 

on a pedestal. My passion for thoroughbreds grew when I spent time on 
my uncle’s stud farm, Valley Stud, during my early teens. Uncle John fed 
me the importance of pedigree knowledge and I devoured every page and 
text that he put in front of me.

My very first introduction to pedigrees was through the annual glossy 
Coolmore brochure that John would pick up at the Easter broodmare sale 
each year (The first one I remember was the 1996 edition with Thunder 

Gulch winning the Kentucky Derby 
on the front). The big race pictures, 
the outstanding proven and 
potential sires, the people behind 
the big names, the staff, the poetry, 
the tales... the Coolmore brochure 
had it all for me and I really do 
believe it played a part in my 
‘catching of the bug’. So as you can 
imagine I was extremely nervous, 
yet excited at the same time, to 
finally be a part of Coolmore, the 
farm I have championed for so 
much in the past. Above I spoke 
about Ireland’s lushness, fertility, 
and of the importance of the 
horse to the Irish people and to be 
honest I cannot think of a place 
or an organisation that reflects 
these Irish elements in a more 
beautifully organised fashion than 
the Coolmore portrayal. Clean, thick 
pasture isolated by horse-safe post 

and rail fencing finished in fresh paint, just like the blue and white gates 
that mark each entry/exit point of every paddock. Beech trees line one 
side of the lane ways, each of equal distance apart from each other and 
away from the fence. A thick green box hedge opposes the conforming 
trees on the other side of the road, all kept at a smart height and healthy 

Bruce with Cheveley’s Champion Stallion Pivotal

Gilltown Stud Farm at Coolmore, Ireland
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Bruce Slade shares his “experience of a lifetime”
width. Functional barns and yards accompany their own set of fields, 
and each receives a title usually after thoroughbred immortals who have 
graced Coolmore paddocks or after previous owners of the land which 
Coolmore now encompass’. Unlike Cheveley Park, the equine flesh which 
grazes happily here are not all owned privately by Mr. John Magnier. Mares 
fly, float, boat, or ‘walk-in’ from all over Ireland, Europe and America to 
stallions at the Coolmore Ireland premises, and for good reason. 

The two biggest things I took away from Coolmore were: 
Organisation: to be this big of an empire you need systems in place, you 
need the finest human expertise, and you need to ‘get it right’ first time 
and every time.

Commercial success means being public, an open door policy. Visitors 
flood the gates of Coolmore daily and each and every one is offered 
a coffee, an informed Coolmore employee to chat to and a tour of the 
stallions and the Coolmore facilities. You could be the old fella that turned 
80 years of age and just wanted one thing- a photo with Sadler’s Wells, 
or you could be the small hack breeder down the road, but I can tell you 
that you will be treated the same as the big commercial breeder because 
Coolmore also look long-term – all big breeders start with that little flame 
for the thoroughbred called passion.

My final ten weeks was spent at 
Taylor Made Farm, Kentucky. 
When you arrive in Lexington, 
Kentucky by air you arrive at the 
Blue Grass International Airport. 
Thoroughbreds cover every inch 
of the terminal walls. This is a 
thoroughbred state, Kentucky is 
the world renowned name, racing 
and breeding thoroughbreds is the 
game. When you arrive after 11pm, 
at Taylor Made Farm, in Lexington, 
Kentucky you are greeted by the 
warm smile of yearling manager 
John Hall. We collect my baggage 
and make our way to throw my 
luggage into John’s truck. It’s big, 
but all the trucks here are huge I 
later come to find, and he gets into 
the driver’s seat on the ‘wrong side’ 
and then takes off down the wide 
open roads on the ‘wrong side’. It’s 
dark, but I can still make out the Keeneland racetrack and sales ground 
directly opposite the airport.

Anyway, we make our way past this, down the lovely wide open highway 
and John begins to point out the stud farms assuming the land on both 
sides of the highway. We pass the likes of Calumet Farm (think Alydar), 
Overbrook (think Storm Cat) and Juddmonte (think Empire Maker). Their 
borders neatly defined by post and four rail fences, in either black or white, 
and so well maintained, they ride alongside the road continuously through 
the various stud ownerships. Large, mature maple tree’s dot the corners of 
paddocks or stand over large stone pillar entrances typically with the name 
of the historic farm engraved. Big American barns, lit up by big American 
lights and the big round moon, seem to approach us as we drive past; they 
are all intricately painted and so well kept. I think of the amount of time 
and money spent weed-eating/trimming under these fence lines, mowing 
the large grass verges, and keeping the fresh paint on every post, rail and 
barn side... This is the Blue Grass however I quickly remember, this is the 
thoroughbred celebrated, and it is immaculate and every inch fitting for 
this fabulous sport.

I really enjoyed the American people:  
Taylor Made has been so good so far it is unbelievable. I have fallen in 
love with the big, proud, positive, “high fiving”, friendly nature of all the 
American people. They all enjoy success, theirs and yours, and they all 
have hearts as big as the country they inhabit.

The two greatest things I took away from my Taylor Made experience: 
Auction Sales - have control it is possible-cultivate relationships not 
transactions: The importance of research, doing your homework so that 
you give every horse its chance to achieve its full potential market value. 
Accommodate clients and live by the Taylor Made motto “where our 
customer’s success is our primary focus” where “relationships are more 
important than transactions”.

Being positive - thinking big, celebrating success yours and theirs, 
congratulating, and being thankful. High five, hug, be emotional, and  
enjoy it.

I thoroughly recommend the 2009 version of the Sunline Management 
Scholarship to anybody with a real passion for this game. The key features 
of the scholarship for me have been: 

1.  A truly international perspective of the thoroughbred industry. A totally 
new understanding of the similarities and differences between each 
international breeding industry, their advantages and disadvantages, and 
most importantly a healthy new respect for the quality of our own NZ 
product and the conditions in which our athletes are raised. A wonderfully 
broad, knowledge gathering experience.  
 

2. Invaluable access to world leaders 
in the thoroughbred industry. It’s 
like anything, if you show initiative, 
communicate your passion, and listen 
carefully you can access the minds 
of some of the most extremely well 
respected personalities in the game. I 
had questions for Africa and they gave 
my ears answers for the world. A truly 
priceless learning environment.  
 
3. Contacts for life. Ever thought 
to yourself that you were the only 
person your age with an extreme 
passion for thoroughbreds at your 
school, university, village, work... 
think again. Meet and befriend people 
with the same passion, interest and 
enthusiasm for the game from... the 
U.S.A, Argentina, Ireland, the U.K., 
Poland, Hungary, Germany, Australia, 
France, South Africa, NEW ZEALAND, 

Chile, Slovakia, Japan, Korea, Hong Kong.. Stop It... I know... this game is 
in some great hands. Some well established already, others “chomping at 
the bit”. 

4.  An extreme hunger to be involved in the thoroughbred industry after 
being fed positivity, ambition, passion and enthusiasm from like-minded 
people world-wide.

Here comes the speech: 
I would like to thank in order of events: My Mum for her support, my uncle 
John for sharing his passion, my wonderful referees John Thompson, 
Sam Fairgray, Wayne and Karen Stewart, and John Chalmers, as well as 
Vicky Leonard for encouraging me to apply, Sally Cassels-Brown, Michael 
Martin, Janine Wallace and Shannon Taylor at the NZTBA for making 
things run so smoothly, and everybody at Cheveley Park, Coolmore, and 
Taylor Made for the wonderful experience.

Lastly I would like to thank the Sunline Education Trust for providing this 
magnificent opportunity for young enthusiasts of the game.

2008 Taylor Made interns - (Bruce back row 3rd left) 

Bruce Slade 
November 2008

Information regarding the Sunline Education Trust and the International Management Scholarship is available on the NZTBA website, 
 www.nzthoroughbred.co.nz Applications are now being accepted for the 2009 International Management Scholarship. For further details please contact, 

Sally Cassels-Brown, Office Manager, NZTBA, Private Bag 99908, Newmarket, Auckland 1149, Ph 09 525 2428, or email sally@nzthoroughbred.co.nz



The skeletal anatomy of a horse’s front and hind limbs is 
comparable to the anatomy of the human hands and feet. The 
horse’s cannon bone, or metacarpal, is the same as a bone in 
the palm of a hand. The human phalanges, or finger bones, are 
comparable to the bones making up a horse’s hoof and pastern. 
Fortunately, most humans and horses are born with normal 
limbs. However, both children and foals can be afflicted with 
contracted limb abnormalities.   

When a child is born with tightly clenched fists and club feet, 
it may have one of several muscle contracture syndromes 
collectively known as Distal Arthrogryposis (DA). The child may 
or may not have other congenital abnormalities, such as spinal 
curvature (scoliosis), facial muscle contractures, or a small 
mouth.  

DA is caused by mutations in one or more genes that control 
skeletal muscle contraction. These gene mutations cause 
abnormal muscle protein production that disrupts normal 
muscle function. The skeletal muscles contract but are unable 
to relax, causing limb contractures during fetal development. 
Most of the mutations are inherited, but the mode of inheritance 
can vary. Symptoms can vary markedly within and between 
families. Mutations can arise spontaneously as new (de novo) 
mutations. Some children with DA respond to surgery and 
physical therapy; others  
do not.   

When a foal is born with limb contractures preventing it from 
standing or walking normally, it is said to have contractures, 
or Contracted Foal Syndrome (CFS). CFS is the most common 
congenital anomaly in horses diagnosed at the University 
of Kentucky’s Livestock Disease Diagnostic Center (LDDC). 
The signs of CFS are similar to those seen in human DA. The 
severity of CFS varies in horses, just as DA varies in humans.   

Foals may have a mild form of CFS or exhibit only one affected 
limb. They may recover with surgery, splinting, or other therapy. 
Alternatively, foals may present with severe CFS involving 
contractures of all four limbs and may exhibit other anomalies, 
including neck flexion (torticollis), facial bone deviation (wry 
nose), and spinal curvature (scoliosis). Muscle, tendon, and 
ligament tissues appear normal when examined microscopically 
by pathologists. CFS has been found primarily in Thoroughbreds 
at the LDDC, which may be a reflection of the Thoroughbred-
dominant equine population in Central Kentucky—other breeds 
may dominate in other parts of the country. The condition 
appears to be distributed equally between males and females. 
If severely affected foals survive delivery, they are usually 
euthanized due to the inability to stand and nurse.   

Mares carrying foals with CFS may experience dystocia at 
delivery, thus endangering the life of the mare. Although 
CFS is not widely regarded as an inherited disease, breeding 
records indicate that a hereditary risk factor may exist. Some 

mares have produced up to four CFS foals, each one sired 
by a different stallion. These mares may have been housed 
on different farms during each pregnancy, therefore ruling 
out a management component. Findings in individual cases 
suggest CFS may be inherited in a dominant fashion, with its 
development depending on other genetic factors. That would 
explain why some foals have a mild form of CFS and others 
have a severe form. 

The availability of the horse genome sequences is facilitating 
our study of CFS. The DNA sequence information for any horse 
gene of interest can be downloaded from Internet databases. 
The necessary tools can be prepared for sequencing candidate 
genes from affected and non-affected individuals. Based on the 
gene mutations causing DA in humans, we have selected and 
are currently sequencing candidate genes in an effort to identify 
mutations that cause CFS. 

Even though this research has begun, success will depend on 
continued support from the horse industry, especially through 
providing research samples from foals and information on sires 
and dams that have produced one or more foals with CFS. All 
information is kept confidential, including the identity of horses 
and farms. We expect one day to develop a diagnostic test 
that will provide information to allow farm managers to avoid 
matings that will produce CFS foals and to determine which 
foals will respond to treatment. The participation of breeding 
farms, veterinarians, and horse owners is imperative if the 
cause of CFS is to be identified. 

8

Contracted Foal Syndrome 

CONTACT:  
Dr. Teri L Lear, (859) 257-4757 ext. 81108 
equigene@uky.edu 
or  
Dr. Ernie Bailey (859) 257-4757 ext. 81105 
ebailey@uky.edu 
Maxwell H. Gluck Equine Research Center 
University of Kentucky 
Lexington, Kentucky

Photo: Trish Dunell
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Fertco enters Organics
Fertco have always had a focus on 
environmental sustainability with their Dicalcic 
Phosphate products and now they have taken 
that a step further by offering a Bio-Gro 
certified fertiliser range.  

The objective of Fertco marketing an organic 
range is simple; offer those who are already 
farming organically or those who wish to farm 
organically the best products available at a 
good price and back it up with solid technical 
advice. Fertco’s General Manager Warwick 
Voyce builds on this by saying “When Fertco 
began researching the organic fertiliser 
market we became concerned that many 
of the products on offer were not delivering 
enough nutrient to sustain good levels of 
production. This impacts the organic farmer’s 
ability to farm profitably and therefore the 
industry itself. At that point Fertco decided 
that if we were to enter the Organic Fertiliser 
market we would only do so with products 
and advice that would ensure organic farmers 
environmental sustainability and at the same 
time allow them to reach production targets”. 

Warwick continues by saying, “Thanks to 
many years of good science here in New 
Zealand we are able to accurately forecast 
the amount of nutrient that is required to 
sustain a given level of agricultural output. 
It’s simple, if you take something from the 
land you need to replace it, or go backward. 
We know that a Dairy farm for example 
producing 800kg Milk solids per ha will need 
approximately 40kg of Phosphate each year. 
If that phosphate is not applied or applied in a 
non plant available form, soil phosphate levels 
drop and therefore so does production”. 

Fertco have therefore searched the country 
and also the globe to source the best 
products available and built a product 
range. Warwick says “We have found some 
excellent products including a Bat guano 
from Asia with high phosphate content and 
good solubility, and the product is granular 
for easy spreading. There are also some very 
good domestic products on offer but Fertco 
felt that no one company was offering a 
complete range. “During our research we also 
got feed back from farmers that the process 

of purchasing organic fertiliser was difficult 
as there wasn’t a ‘one stop shop’, where the 
customer could get all they required from one 
supplier. It was therefore important to us to 
offer this service.”  

Fertco have Bio-Gro registration to store and 
blend products from their Mt Maunganui 
factory and have tested their systems and 
procedures by supplying the Bay of Plenty 
Horticultural market during spring. “We 
are very happy with the way things have 
progressed” Warwick says, “We are now 
ready to go to the wider agricultural market 
throughout the North Island. We have the 
products, people and procedures and we are 
looking forward to providing organic farmers 
with the next level of fertiliser supply and 
service”. 

If you wish to contact Fertco about their 
products and service please call toll free 
0508 Fertco

Hopefully by December we have grown our yearlings to a point where no 
remedial action is required, but perhaps some fine tuning is desired to 
express the finer points of our future race horses.

Whilst it is somewhat late and potentially dangerous to expect major 
growth and conformation catch ups at this stage, attention to some of 
the nutrients within the equine diet over the pre-sales period can help 
round the programme out.

The judicious feeding of a little extra daily energy in the form of highly 
digestible carbohydrate and vegetable oils, and perhaps a little extra high 
amino acid status protein will help to add extra condition, and fill in some 
of the hollows through the production of additional muscle and body 
condition.

Clearly we do not want to overload energy intakes to a point where 
temperament is affected; the last thing wished for at sale time is a flighty 
yearling on a permanent high.

We have outlined below some options to optimise your Yearling 
preparation over the final phase: 

Dunstan Yearling Mix -  a tried and true diet which contains additional 
chaff and sugar beet fibre to help minimise any energy spikes.

Dunstan Extruded Rice - the use of extruded cooked rice has proved to 
be a popular feed for final Yearling preparation.  The pure carbohydrate 
obtained from white rice, when cooked with rice bran oil ( a provider of 
the muscle building compound gamma oryzanol) produces a safe and 
well digested energy source to provide extra condition.

Dunstan Show Conditioner combines the high quality protein attributes 
of full fat energy soya meal with another protein and oil provider, linseed.  
This provides a mixture of both protein and energy to assist with extra 
condition and muscle building, but also the fatty acid profile obtained 
from both soya and linseed oil is ideal for skin condition and coat sheen.  
The addition of these ingredients as ‘straight’ materials will achieve a 
similar effect, however Show Conditioner offers the convenience of being 
all in one, as a palatable extruded crumble.

It is vegetable oil and the fatty acid profile within, which imparts 
gloss and sheen to the yearling’s coat.  Dunstan Trifecta Oil,  being a 
combination of Soya, Linseed and Rice Bran oil has an excellent fatty 
acid profile to enhance coat condition.  The added bonus is the Rice Bran 
Oil with its extra component, gamma oryzanol , which provides muscle 
building properties.

High energy feed intakes at this point would not be advised -  yearlings 
seriously behind their weight for age targets should perhaps be allowed 
more time to grow rather than be steam pressured over a short catch up 
period.

Small increases to the daily feed regime (250 g – 500 g of concentrate 
blends) does allow the yearling preparer a little flexibility in producing 
a yearling which both looks good and feels good, whilst remaining 
manageable .

Chris Whalley
Nutritionist
Dunstan Horse Feeds

DUNSTAN HORSE FEEDS
Feeding options for Yearling Preparation

Full details of this product is available on  
Dunstan’s website, www.dunstan.co.nz or by calling Dunstan on 0800 438 678
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By Renee Geelen 

There are two basic myths in the Parental Race Performance 
category and they contradict each other.

1. Breed to the best and hope for the best.

2. Race performance has no bearing on breeding performance, 
only on their opportunity.

Broodmare Race Performance

There are two sides to the argument of race performance and 
breeding success – the stallion’s race performance and the mare’s 
race performance.  Looking first at broodmares, our data set had 
12,912 broodmares who left our 29,140 foals over a five year 
period.  To assess whether race performance has any bearing 
on breeding performance, we looked at the race record of all the 
broodmares grouping them by their best race performance.  This 
gave us some raw figures for breeding performance against  
race performance.  

This table shows that on average better performed mares have 
better results at stud. Note that this data looks only at the race 
performance of the broodmare, not at the quality of her family, her 
sire, or any other aspect of her pedigree.  

This data shows that the best performed race mares have a 
higher rate of production of stakes winners than mares in other 
race performance categories.  We do have the data split out into 
smaller categories, but even with 29,000 horses in our dataset, 
the statistical confidence level in any results makes the data 
difficult to interpret correctly when the raw numbers are small.  For 
example, there are 9 ‘champion’ racemares in our data set.  These 
mares have left 26 foals, and 4 stakes winners (SW) with 2 of 
those winning at Gr1 level.  This is a SW/foals ratio of 15.4%, but 
the small sample size means that the results may change as the 
number of foals increases.  

The complete version of “A Statistical Investigation of Racing Myths” 
can be viewed at http://www.dekabat.com/Articles.aspx. 
Email dekabat@optusnet.com.au

Horse Locations

In the event of an outbreak of any equine disease in New Zealand it 
is vital we know the number, location and ownership of all horses and 
donkeys.  A project is underway to collect this information and store it in 
the national database Agribase for use in an emergency.

Many horse owners will already be on the database because of other 
farming activity but it is important that the horses present on those 
properties are recorded.  Others will have recently received a survey 
form for completion as various organisations associated with the NZ 
Equine Health Association (NZEHA) ask their constituents to participate.

If you don’t think you have been included please contact the  
Asure Quality Helpline on 0800 226 454 or visit their  
website: www.asurequaality.com.

Understand the disease threat

All horse people should now be familiar with the symptoms of EI and 
know to call their vet or the Biosecurity Hotline 0800 809966 if they think 
their horses may have the disease.  Recently imported horses, or contacts 
with them are the most likely risk and these should be kept isolated 
for some time even after their release from the Karaka Post Arrival 
Quarantine Station.

Should a tentative diagnosis of EI be made in New Zealand then there will 
be an immediate ban of horse movement until the degree of spread of 
the disease is established.  Think about how you would cope if you were 
caught up in the infected area and had to leave your horses where they 
are at present for at least three weeks.  Along with movement control it 
is important that all properties undertake biosecurity to avoid the spread 
of disease.  The NZ Racing Board sponsored a number of Biosecurity 
Training Sessions throughout the country late last year and there are 
manuals available to help horse people with basic biosecurity techniques.

Lessons Learned from Australia’s Equine Influenza Outbreak

Extract from “A Statistical Investigation of Racing Myths”

1 0

Broad Categories 
for broodmare race 

performance
Number of broodmares 

in category
Number of foals from 

broodmares in category

Number of SW foals 
from broodmares in 

category SW/foals ratio

Stakes Winner (SW) 585 1620 91 5.62%
Stakes Placed (SP) 549 1446 54 3.73%

Good Winner 2467 5752 160 2.78%
Maiden Winner 1733 3906 82 2.10%

Placed 1033 2377 40 1.68%
Raced 2543 5429 88 1.62%

Unraced 4002 8624 142 1.65%
TOTAL 12912 29154 657 2.3%



In March 2008, PhD 
student Charlotte 
Bolwell, assisted 
by Dutch internship 
student Audrey Burkard, 
conducted a survey of 
stud farms that sent 
yearlings to the Karaka 
sales this year.  The 

survey was part of a larger Partnership for Excellence 
project, funded by the New Zealand Racing Board. 
The survey aimed to gather information regarding the 
management and exercise of yearlings in preparation 
for the yearling sales.  The survey included 75 stud 
farms (response rate of 66%) which included 1,166 
yearlings, representing 89% of those attending the 
Karaka yearling sales in 2008.  Preliminary findings 
show differences in management and exercise of 
yearlings with sale type and location.

Summary of findings:
Most of the farms sending yearlings to the premier 
sale started their yearling preparation during October 
(59%), whilst 51% of farms sending yearlings to the 
select sale started in October and 42% in November.  
The average length of preparation decreased from 
112 days, for yearlings going to premier sale, to 
94 days for select and 84 days for festival sale.  
Measuring the weight or height of yearlings was 
not part of yearling preparation for most farms, 
with only 11% measured weight and 4% measured 
height.  Most stud farms (93%) used a combination 
of pasture turnout and stabling.  Yearlings in the 
Waikato region spent on average 13 hours at pasture 
compared to 9 hours in the Manawatu and 11 hours 
in South Auckland regions.  

Controlled exercise was performed on 80% of stud 
farms, with more farms in the Manawatu region 
(89%) compared to Waikato region (78%) giving 
controlled exercise to yearlings.  Hand walking was 
performed on 65% of stud farms giving controlled 
exercise and was the most common method used.  
Other forms of exercise used were mechanical horse 
walkers, lunge at walk and lunge at trot.   

Most farms (45%) gave controlled exercise five  
days a week and 30% of stud farms used a  
pre-determined regimen. The main reason for giving 
controlled exercise was for education, in preparation 
for leading at the sales, as opposed to fitness  
(Figure 1).  For those farms not giving exercise, 

the main reason was that “yearlings exercised 
themselves whilst at pasture”.  None of the farms 
surveyed kept a record of the exercise that was done, 
but 30% of farms did use a pre-determined exercise 
programme.

The next stage
An important finding of the survey was that 43% 
of farms said that preparations were tailored to 
suit individual yearlings.  The exercise that was 
given would vary depending on factors such as 
conformation, gender and weight.  In order to get 
a better picture of the exercise yearlings are doing 
in sales preparation, the next stage of the project 
aims to follow individual yearlings through their 
sales preparations for Karaka 2009.   The type 
and duration of exercise, along with the number of 
hours spent at pasture, will be recorded daily for 
each yearling enrolled in the study.  Stud farms are 
currently being recruited, as sales preparations on a 
number of farms is beginning.  “So far the response 
has been very positive and we would like to thank all 
the farms that are enthusiastic about taking part”.  
Charlotte, Massey University.  

How you can help:
If you have yearlings destined for Karaka 2009 and 
would like to take part in the study – we would 
love to hear from you.  Contact Charlotte on 06 
3569099ext 7921, Mobile 02102624500 or email 
c.bolwell@massey.ac.nz
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Lessons Learned from Australia’s Equine Influenza Outbreak

Survey of yearling preparation

Figure 1: Reasons for giving controlled exercise during preparation for yearling sale
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Have you vaccinated your mare for EHV?
If not, you should discuss this with your vet NOW


