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NZTBA Members Produce the Group 
One Stars in Melbourne

In an outstanding Melbourne spring carnival which saw 18 New 
Zealand bred horses win 22 black type races, it was the private 
breeders whose horses came through to win the races that people 
remember most.

Most of the bigger names in the New Zealand industry had a good 
Melbourne carnival. Sir Patrick and Lady Hogan counted group 
one winner Maldivian and group three winners Zacroona and Royal 
Asscher among three black type winners they bred, while the Fell 
brothers of Fairdale Stud (Zavite), Garry Chittick (Swick), Jim Campin 
(Vandalo), Trelawney Stud and Whakanui Stud (who in partnership 
bred Hips Don’t Lie) also had horses they bred win over the carnival.

But as the winners of the four richest races in the carnival 
– Efficient, El Segundo, Master O’Reilly and Kibbutz, triumphant 
in the Melbourne Cup, Cox Plate, Caulfield Cup and Victoria Derby 
respectively – showed, big race winners don’t need to come from 
the biggest farms.

Their breeders, all NZTBA members – Scott Williams and Graeme 
Hunt (Efficient), Phillip and Catherine Brown (El Segundo), David 
and Pat Jones and Ross Brown (Master O’Reilly) and Laurence 
Redshaw (Golan) – do not stand stallions – though some have in the 
past – and have broodmare bands under 30. They could be called 
“small” breeders, but all most assuredly deserve to be labelled as 
commercial breeders, as, like the majority of breeders these days, 
they breed horses with the clear intention of making a profit from 
their activities.

The Melbourne carnival was outstanding for Scott Williams, for he 
not only co-bred Efficient but also on his own account bred Zarita, 
whose win in the Wakeful Stakes (G2-2000m) on Derby Day saw 
her start favourite in the VRC Oaks, in which she was unplaced.

Williams, a Cambridge accountant, co-bred Efficient with his 
Wellington friend Graeme Hunt, who owns Efficient’s dam Refused 
The Dance. Hunt had wanted to send the mare to Zabeel and 
when Williams couldn’t take another of his mares to Zabeel he and 
Hunt agreed to go halves for the 2002 mating and send her to the 
champion Cambridge Stud sire, which Williams had a share in.

Williams said the way Efficient developed as a young horse showed 
that it pays not to pass judgment too quickly. “When I saw him as an 
eight day old foal I thought I’d done my dough,” he said. “But we let 
him develop at Curraghmore Stud (near Hamilton) and when I next 
saw him, as a yearling, he’d grown into a lovely horse.”

Efficient was sold to Lloyd Williams for $220,000 at Karaka in 2005, 
though Williams and Hunt retained a share along with Hunt’s friends 
Mike and Tony Sellars.

Williams will breed 27 mares this year, though many are mares he’s 
borrowed to go to two stallions he has shares in, Bachelor Duke and 
Handsome Ransom.

Phillip Brown, who bred El Segundo, along with his wife Catherine 
and the horse’s three Melbourne owners, has stood stallions before, 

▲  Efficient (Melbourne Cup) ▲  El Segundo (Cox Plate) ▲  Master O’Reilly (Caulfield Cup) ▲  Kibbutz (VRC Derby)
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most notably Exploding Prospect, and his father Bill stood the notable stallion Battle-
Waggon. But the Browns are now concentrating on elite mares, with about 12 of their 
own at their Ancroft Stud in Matamata.

El Segundo’s family has been with the Browns for four generations since Bill Brown 
leased Miss Spy from Ted Laxon in the 1970s. It has produced the black type horses 
Chiquatito, Raumancer, Gold Deck and El Segundo’s dam Palos Verdes, a black type 
winner in Australia.

The only thing Brown wants from the mare now is a filly – she’s left seven colts and 
he only has one other filly from the family left.

David and Pat Jones have been involved in both thoroughbreds and standardbreds 
most of their lives, but it was this year, in their sixties, that they had their finest 
moment as breeders when Master O’Reilly won the Caulfield Cup.

The former studmasters of Paritai Stud in Canterbury have cut back their breeding 
operation to less than five. They unfortunately lost Master O’Reilly’s dam Without 
Remorse last year, probably from a heart attack, and they no longer have any fillies 
left from the family.

“She left an orphan filly foal, a sister to Master O’Reilly, but we got a good offer for 
her three months ago and sold her to the people that raced his older brother O’Reilly 
Tycoon (a black type winner),” David Jones said.

However, they took great pride from Master O’Reilly’s tremendous spring which saw 
him take the Caulfield Cup and the Herbert Power Handicap (G2-2400m).

The Joneses, from Rakaia, and Brown, who died a few years ago, acquired Without 
Remorse, who hails from the Soliloquy family – for $5000 along with a number of 
fillies at the National Yearling Sales in 1993 in an effort to improve the broodmares 
they had to send to their stallions.

Master O’Reilly had a gut problem in his early life and didn’t digest his food all that 
well, but the Joneses got him right after a while and he was the top seller at $75,000 
at the 2004 South Island Sale of two-year-olds. With $A1.99 million in the bank to 
date, he’s been a bargain.

Hawke’s Bay breeder Laurence Redshaw very rarely sells at auction – he’s found it 
more profitable to wait and sell his horses off the racetrack. 

It’s the path he took with Kibbutz, sold for about $300,000 after placing in the listed 
ARC Champagne Stakes (1600m) at his first New Zealand start. The sale has already 
turned a profit for the horse’s new owners after he won the $A1.5 million VRC Derby.

Redshaw, who has around 10 mares, bought Kibbutz’s dam Forn Vell from a 
Trelawney Stud dispersal sale in 1993 for $25,000. She in turn foaled Misskap, a 
daughter of Kaapstad, a sire Redshaw thought had great broodmare sire potential.

Redshaw’s assessment proved correct in Misskap’s case. She produced two winners 
before he sent her on the advice of Windsor Park general manager Steve Till to Golan, 
an outstanding racehorse in Britain.

Kibbutz’s Derby win has made all Misskap’s foals much more valuable and vindicated 
Redshaw’s efforts to care for the mare, who he nearly lost a little while after she 
foaled Kibbutz. “She got laminitis in her hoof and Rodney Schick (of Windsor Park) 
said Kibbutz might be the last foal we got from her, but he did a marvellous job,” he 
said.

“I’m always of the view that the horse comes first, and whatever needs to be done 
should be done.”

It’s an attitude all four share, and one shared among the many private breeders 
who have over the years been such a strong component of the success of the New 
Zealand thoroughbred. As their success in Melbourne shows, the “small” breeders are 
still a major part of the industry.

By Alastair Bull
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OBITUARY 
JACK GLENGARRY

                                                               By Alastair Bull

Jack Glengarry was a figure that few who met him would 
forget. He made a huge impact on the New Zealand racing 
scene in a long career as a journalist and then a book and 
computer program seller, and influenced many breeders 
along the way.

Aside from that, his humour, eccentricities and love of his 
Scottish heritage made him stand out as one of  
New Zealand racing’s great personalities.

Glengarry, who died on October 27 after a brief illness aged 74, began in racing 
journalism in 1961 when he became the Wanganui Herald’s racing editor. He held this 
job for 10 years, when that paper merged with the Wanganui Chronicle, which he would 
continue to work with until 1977.

He and his wife Heather then operated a bookshop in Wanganui before they moved 
to Cambridge briefly in 1981, though they returned soon after when Glengarry had a 
second stint at the Wanganui Chronicle, this time for five years.

After that, he concentrated on his bookselling business Glengarry International Racing 
Services, though he did still write for other publications, especially overseas. He also 
sold the international pedigree computer program Tesio Power, named after Glengarry’s 
favourite breeder, Italian maestro Federico Tesio.

During his years he also penned many books: The Great Decade of  
New Zealand Racing, Jack Glengarry’s Racing Miscellany, Another Great Decade of 
New Zealand Racing, Upgrading Thoroughbred Families and Let’s Breed A Champion 
Racehorse.

Glengarry was a pioneer in many ways. He was possibly the first writer in New Zealand 
to publicly question the contradiction in group one handicaps, which can see mediocre 
horses at the bottom of the handicap earn racing’s most prestigious label – group 
one black type – the same as the winner of the Cox Plate and the Prix de l’Arc de 
Triomphe. As he put it: “Imagine events in the Olympic Games being held under 
handicap conditions. It would be a farce, yet that is the situation existing with group one 
competition on the Kiwi thoroughbred scene.”

He also was the greatest populariser of linebreeding theories, writing about it at 
great length in several books and in weekly columns. While his viewpoints were not 
universally accepted, his writing introduced many people to the theories and prompted 
a number of them to search for the writings of experts in the field like Clive Harper and 
Alan Porter.

Part of his influence in breeding came with his promotion of Tesio Power. It now 
seems strange that the idea of a computerized pedigree program didn’t take off 
until the 1990s – the technology was certainly there – but take off it did. A good 
pedigree program is now an essential part of planning for breeders, especially fans of 
linebreeding, and Glengarry’s personality and entrepreneurial skills meant Tesio Power 
quickly became one of the market leaders.

Glengarry’s bookselling business played an important part for many in New Zealand 
racing. He was perhaps most important to many New Zealand racing fans as the person 
who they bought their copies of the English racing bible Timeform from, but he also sold 
many other important international titles.

His influence over other writers should not be underestimated either. He was an early 
mentor at the Wanganui Chronicle to Robin Bloor, who would later spend 26 years at 
the Dominion and Dominion Post, 17 as its racing editor. He also worked closely with 
subsequent Wanganui Chronicle racing editor Paul Vettise, who would later be involved 
with Glengarry’s books and computer program business.

Glengarry was a member of the New Zealand Thoroughbred Breeders’ for more than 
twenty years and a committee member of the Wanganui Jockey Club for seven.  He 
served as Wanganui branch president of the National Party for five years.

People will also remember Glengarry for his love of his Scottish heritage – he would 
usually play his bagpipes to herald the start of the National Yearling Sales – and his 
enthusiasm for racing. One of his favourite achievements was visiting – and running 
– every racecourse in New Zealand (there were 72 at the time), a feat which he 
completed at Ruakaka in 1979.

No less a figure than Sir Patrick Hogan said “Jack Glengarry is without doubt the 
doyen of New Zealand’s racing and horsebreeding writers” in his foreword to one of 
Glengarry’s books in 1990. Even by the time of Glengarry’s death, few would rival him.

Jack is survived by his sons John and Craig.

The NZTBA warmly welcomes these new members

April - November 2007

new members
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Auckland 
D J Arbuthnot 
Bernadette Corcoran 
Laura Day 
Andrew Fowler 
Mr Michael Hislop 
Kirstin Ledington 
Courtenay Lund 
Nick Nobilo 
Henry Norcross 
John Preston 
Barry Wright

Waikato 
Stacy Akers 
Vilma Berger 
Jolene Marie Bos 
Breckon Farms Ltd 
Kelly Brown 
Gary Carvell 
Leesha Conway 
Malcolm Drego 
Sherah Gillingham 
Lynn & Keith Hawtin 
Kate Laboyrie 
Samuel Louth 
Ralph & Frances Maxwell 
Kevin Mcconnell 
Terrence J Mcdermott 
Gordon Mclachlan 
Sam Munro 
Charlotte Myers 
Graeme Petersen & Jan Carver 
Joni Poole 
John Poole 
Christina Reid 
Mr J P Rennie 
Plasvacc Pty Ltd 
Adrian Stanley 
Bob Van Der Karp

Taranaki / Wanganui 
Noel George 
Barry Holland 
Sharon Instone 
Ron Wheeler 
Greg Whitham

Central Districts 
Christopher & Deborah Baker 
Darryl J Bartels 
Bee Blundell 
Lance Hickman 

Mr TD & Mrs SR Loveridge 
Carol Miller 
Regan Powell 
Melinda Rix 
Huw Taylor 
Jennifer Williams 
Ian G Wyeth

Hawke’s Bay 
Phillip Bunn 
Cottle Equestrian Ltd 
Steve Ellis 
G J French 
Tim Macphee 
Dave & Jenny Morison 
Rosamond & John Stace 
 
Wellington 
John Bates 
Christine Deree 
Rachel Frost 
Charlotte Gendall 
Brook Gilbert Partnership 
Geoffrey J Haigh 
Rob Leonard & Felicity Fox 
Dane Mcleod 
Antonino Muollo 
Vicki Phillips 
Amanda J Wilkins

Canterbury / Marlborough / 
Westland 
Donald & Jose’ Arthur 
Wendy Codling 
B D & L S Court 
Mrs Winsome Dormer 
Paul Ffoulkes 
Angelique Hyde 
Wayne Kerr 
S P Murtha 
Michael & Marcia Osborne 
Donna Williamson & Michael Daly 
Dave Wisdom

Southland 
D R & D M McKenzie Family Trust

Overseas 
Gary Moore 
E W De Vivo 
Brian & Wendy Daken 
Mr Faisal Al Rahmani 

▲   Jack Glengarry     Photo: Wanganui Chronicle



What do Fertco mean by “Eco Friendly”? 

• All of you will be aware of the global debate about energy sources as 
the world moves into the future and we start to deplete the traditional 
energy sources of coal, oil and gas.

• The words on everyone’s’ lips as the salvation for our future energy 
needs seems to be “Bio - Fuels” and many of the worlds’ leading 
nations, including New Zealand, have stipulated minimum levels of bio-
fuels as a component in traditional fuels over the next few years.

• Bio-fuels are derived principally from grains and millions of tonnes of 
grains are already being diverted from traditional food production for 
humans and animals to producing ethanol to fuel vehicles and replace 
dependency on oil. This trend is “fueling” a heated debate worldwide as 
to the morality of reducing food supplies and / or escalating food prices 
to humans and animals for the sake of other energy needs. 

• Regardless of the rights or wrongs of this issue, the reality we are 
facing now is significant and unprecedented escalation of global grain 
prices, which is flowing through to New Zealand, as the food industry 
struggles to maintain supplies of grains and competes in cost with the 
growing demand for grains for bio – fuels. All of us have already seen 
commodities such as bread increase in price.

• Other commodities used readily in the animal feed industry are also 
under target by the bio-fuel demand – molasses and vegetable oils 
– these products can also be readily diverted from animal feed supply 
and human food uses to bio fuel production. Prices of these will also 
escalate as they come into the bio-fuel net.

• Further aggravating the escalation of traditional grain prices in New 
Zealand as a result of the world bio-fuel trend  is the unprecedented 

buoyancy of the NZ Dairy Industry as it responds to the world’s growing 
demand for protein. This will not go away in a hurry but in the meantime, 
previously arable land in NZ is coming under increasing pressure to 
milk cows on or grow food crops for dairy cows. This is only helping to 
reduce the supplies of grains in NZ for animal food production as well 
as inflating prices for the grain which will be available for animal food.

• All of the above trends are unprecedented on a World and  
New Zealand scale and it is important that we notify you now of what can 
only be called an “interesting” 2008 in terms of animal feed prices. 

• The cold hard facts are that animal feed prices all over the world will rise 
as the impacts of these factors start to hit all animal feed manufacturers. 
The effects of these issues is happening now and will continue over  the 
next few months and into early 2008 when the full impact will be felt 
as 2007/08 grain crops are harvested and growers’ demand for prices 
at parity with the world bio- fuel and NZ dairying alternatives are met to 
ensure supply.

• Dunstan Horse Feeds is doing everything possible to mitigate the 
considerable increase in costs we are facing, but from a raw material 
perspective, in the short to medium term, there are very few, if any,  
viable cost effective alternatives.

• Dunstan’s feed formulations are at the leading edge of international 
equine nutrition practices and we shall not compromise on quality at 
any stage as we face this cost increase challenge. 

• As a result of all these factors, prices will need to increase in the very 
near future to ensure viabilities are preserved.

Fertco’s ethos of eco friendly fertiliser revolves around the idea 
that farm fertiliser inputs need not damage our environment or 
farm economic sustainability. We do this by applying the following 
philosophies to Fertco’s customer’s nutrient programs.

Service 
It is important to us and our customers that they get the desired amount 
of service from out field consultants and factory staff. Our consultants 
in the field will visit a client when they need them and as many times as 
necessary. All clients that require them get nutrient budgets completed 
by our University qualified consultants. This is important for the 
sustainability of farms because a fertiliser recommendation based on 
comprehensive soil and plant testing specifically design for your farm 
and custom blended by our factory will mean only the correct nutrient is 
applied and at the correct time. It is important to minimise nutrient loss 
and get the best bang for the farmers buck.    

The Products   
Fertco specialises in Dicalcic phosphate. Proven to have ecological 
advantages over other phosphate sources; Dicalcic suffers far less from 
problems such as phosphate run off and leaching. Because Dicalcic 
phosphate is not an acid fertiliser it is far kinder on soil biology, this 

means the soil life which is important to nutrient cycling and plant health 
is not damaged after fertiliser application. Clover, the farms natural 
source of Nitrogen, also performs better at higher pH levels.

Less n Fertiliser 
Because Fertco products contain lime and maintain a high pH there is 
less requirement for Nitrogen fertiliser to maintain production. Soils with 
good pH levels have deeper rooted pastures that are able to utilize soil 
nitrogen to greater soil depths. They will also require less moisture to 
grow well. We often see better drought tolerance and faster recovery 
post rain under a Dicalcic Fertiliser program. 

Limited resource   
As with everything Phosphate is a limited resource, and more limited 
than most of us realise. Dr Doug Edmeades in a 2002 fertiliser review 
article points out that the worlds commercially exploitable phosphate 
resource was due to last 100 years. Demand for phosphate since 2002 
has grown and even so 100 years is not a long time. Dicalcic phosphate, 
with the benefit of greater efficiency per Kg of P, will go some way to 
extend the life of the world phosphate resource.

For more information phone 0800 337826 
or visit www.fertco.co.nz

THE NEW ENERGY CRISIS
FOOD, FEED or FUEL???

GRAIN PRICES ESCALATING
A COMMENTARY FROM DUNSTAN

■ Dunstan Weanling and Yearling Mixes     ■ Dunstan Fibre Plus and Fibre Grow
Full details on these products are available on Dunstan’s website, www.dunstan.co.nz or

by calling Dunstan on 0800 438 678
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EQUINE INFLUENZA VACCINATION
                       THE ONGOING DEBATE
The use and timing of vaccination in an 
Equine Influenza (EI) outbreak is always going 
to be a contentious issue.  There are strong 
arguments both for and against vaccination 
and our decisions around vaccine use need 
to be constantly under review. 

The management of the Australian outbreak 
has been underway for nearly twelve weeks 
and they have undertaken vaccination with 
the genetically modified recombinant canary 
pox vector based EI vaccine which was 
approved by the Australian Government under 
their “emergency powers.”  This vaccine was 
initially used to create “buffer zones” around 
infected areas, to protect “Strategic assets” 
eg the thoroughbred horses in training for 
the Melbourne Cup Carnival, some stallions 
and selected high performance equestrian 
horses aiming for the Olympics next year.  
Its use has since been further extended 
to groups of unaffected horses in the “red 
zones” and selected horses at the discretion 
of different industry groups.  With the 
announcement that the Australian Racing 
Board is seeking rule changes to make EI 
vaccination mandatory for participation at 
any level in the Thoroughbred Code  it does 
appear that vaccination  against EI will be a 
part of the Australian equine scene for many 
years to come.

Vaccines are developed to trigger immunity 
against a specific infectious organism ie a 
virus or bacteria that causes disease.  A 
vaccine aims to mimic the disease without 
producing any clinical signs.  

There are three types of Equine 
Influenza vaccines available.  
These are:

Killed or inactivated vaccines – the 
virus is killed usually by chemicals and 
then mixed with a liquid carrier (adjuvant).  
The vaccine may use the whole virus, 
various virus proteins or viral DNA or RNA.  
These vaccines frequently include multiple 
strains of influenza virus A2 representing 
the major circulating strains.  The main 
advantage of these vaccines is the absence 
of pathogenicity, virus replication and 
subsequent spread between hosts.  They are 
administered by intramuscular injection and 
a course of two injections four to six weeks 
apart is recommended.  Optimal immunity 
is not present until at least 7-14 days after 
the second dose.  For ongoing protection 
from disease, manufacturers recommend a 

booster vaccination at 6 months..  Annual or 
more frequent boosters, depending on the 
likely exposure of the horse to circulating 
virus, are then required.

Live modified vaccines – these vaccines 
have been made safe through a process 
called attenuation (decreasing the virulence 
of the virus for the horse).  Horses that have 
been infected by EI virus have been shown 
to be protected from reinfection for about 12 
months so it would be expected that a live 
virus vaccine would give superior protection 
to the inactivated vaccines.  However the 
vaccine did not provide this level of protection 
and while they did provide quicker and 
stronger immunity than inactivated vaccines 
anecdotal evidence suggests they have not 
had widespread uptake.  They do present 
the risk of viral spread following their use.  
An intranasal cold adapted modified live 
equine influenza virus vaccine based on a 
Kentucky 1991 A/Equi 2 virus is available in 
North America.  It is licensed for vaccination 
of non-pregnant animals over 11 months of 
age using a single dose of vaccine followed 
by boosters at 6 month intervals.  There is 
evidence of early onset of protection (as early 
as 7 days) following the use of this vaccine.

Recombinant vaccines – these vaccines 
are another form of “live vaccine” but 
because they require different technology 
and approvals process it is convenient to treat 
them as a separate type.  In these vaccines 
selected genes from the equine influenza 
virus are inserted into another “safe” non 
disease causing virus.  A recombinant canary 
pox vector based equine influenza vaccine is 
available in Europe and the USA.  The vaccine 
is given by intramuscular injection and a two 
dose priming regime is recommended with 
boosters at a six month interval. The onset 
of immunity has been documented at 14 
days after administration of the first dose 
and this is probably one of the  reasons that 
Australia approved and imported  this type 
of EI vaccine.

The New Zealand Equine Health Association 
(NZEHA) has been preparing with MAF 
Biosecurity New Zealand (MAFBNZ) for 
the past ten years for an Equine Influenza 
incursion.  As part of that preparedness we 
have registered two killed equine influenza 
vaccines.  The registrations for these vaccines 
are held by MAFBNZ and at this time we have 
no stock of vaccine in NZ.  The original plan 
was to have the vaccine registered so we 

could quickly source stocks from overseas in 
the face of an outbreak.  It was planned to be 
able to vaccinate unaffected horses distant 
from an infected area to create a “buffer 
zone” while movement control was applied 
and eradication attempted in the affected 
group.  With the Australian experience we 
have to review this approach and while we 
have only inactivated vaccines to use in an 
incursion, the establishment of satisfactory 
levels of immunity would take too long.  
Inactivated vaccines take at least six weeks 
to  generate immunity in the horse and the 
real risk that vaccinated horses can still 
contract the disease, albeit with fewer or no 
symptoms, and excrete virus thus potentially 
adding to the “silent spread” of the disease, 
is of real concern.

Most of the vaccines we encounter as 
humans are very effective and impart long 
standing immunity against the disease they 
are designed to protect against. When we 
look at the available vaccines against equine 
influenza and also human influenza this is 
not the case.  To understand why, we have to 
look both at the virus and the vaccine. 

The Equine Influenza virus is constantly 
changing how it is seen by horse’s immune 
system.  These subtle changes are called 
antigenic drift (the virus presents a different 
face to the horse’s immune system).   Every 
so often there is significant change in the 
virus and a new subtype is identified.  New 
subtypes are named after the place where 
they were first identified so we see names 
like Prague, Suffolk, Ohio, Miami, Kentucky, 
Wisconsin etc. attached to the influenza virus. 
These constant subtle changes in the virus 
are the reason why horses can catch influenza 
more than once, even in consecutive years.  
Although vaccination can prevent disease, 
the available EI vaccines neither fully prevent 
infection nor transmission of the virus.  
However, vaccinated horses, in response 
to EI infection, shed less virus for shorter 
periods and show fewer or no detectable 
clinical signs than fully susceptible horses.  

The immunity generated in horses after 
vaccination is relatively short lived so unless 
a horse is constantly challenged its immunity 
wanes and it can be reinfected quite quickly.  
There is no carrier state ( ie the virus does 
not remain in the normal recovered horse 
as is the case with Equine Herpes Virus) in 
horses that have been infected with Equine 
Influenza.  In countries where the virus is 
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endemic it is because the infection keeps 
circulating through the horse population.  For 
vaccination to have much impact on the rate 
at which EI circulates and reinfects horses, 
in a country in which the disease is endemic, 
it is necessary to have a strict vaccination 
program involving about 70% of the horse 
population.  If we were to apply this to New 
Zealand with approximately 120,000 horses, 
we would need to vaccinate 84000 and at 
a cost of approximately $375 +Gst for an 
initial three dose course of killed vaccine per 
horse the first year cost would be about  $30 
million.

With these subtle changes to the virus, 
vaccine manufacturers are always chasing a 
moving target.  They are constantly upgrading 
their vaccines with the latest subtypes. This 
process takes a couple of years at least.  So 
when there is a new outbreak it is important to 
firstly type the virus and then select the most 
appropriate vaccine.  Most influenza vaccines 
have at least two subtypes and generally 
include American and European strains.  
We understand the EI virus introduced into 
Australia is the Wisconsin 2003 subtype and  
vaccines containing Kentucky 1997 subtype 
would be as close as we could get and wthey 
would be relatively effective.  

This combination of poor immunity, antigenic 
drift and the use of out of date or wrong 
subtype vaccines gives rise to a real problem 
we have already alluded to when confronted 
with this disease.  Vaccinated horses will be 
reinfected and as they have some protection 
they will show few if any symptoms (ie be 
subclinical) but still shed virus and be a source 
of new infections.  This makes detection 
more difficult and more expensive as we 
have to rely on a wider range of laboratory 

tests.  In the face of an outbreak there is the 
confusion created with positive blood results 
as to whether they are due to vaccine or 
natural infection.  In those countries where 
vaccination is practised there are regular 
episodes of disease and every five or so 
years there is a major outbreak. 

It must be pointed out that vaccination on its 
own has not ever resulted in EI eradication.  
It may have a place alongside stringent 
biosecurity measures and  movement  
controls.  Vaccination may be used to 
protect animals in certain sub sectors 
/regions of the horse industry and /or to 
reduce the economic impact of this disease. 
In conclusion I would like to include a table 
taken from a recent Australian Consultative 
Committee on Emergency Animal Diseases’ 
paper on the pros and cons of vaccination.  I 
have taken the liberty of making it relevant 
to New Zealand with our current EI freedom.

Advantages and disadvantages of 
vaccination for EI
Advantages
• Vaccination can prevent clinical disease.
• Vaccination reduces the susceptibility 

of at-risk horses, reduces the severity 
of clinical signs and the level of viral 
shedding if they become infected.

• Vaccination can reduce farm-to-farm 
spread of infection.

• Vaccination reduces overall population 
prevalence

Disadvantages
• Vaccination may mask clinical signs 

so vaccinated horses will need to be 
identified and monitored for evidence of 
infection.

• Serological monitoring will be difficult, 

even though tests are available to 
differentiate vaccinated horses. Some 
tests used in this respect may not be 
internationally validated.

• The movement of sub-clinically infected 
vaccinated horses may spread infection 
to previously unaffected areas.

• Vaccination may prolong the need for 
movement restrictions because it may 
slow the transmission and spread of 
infection within areas.

• Vaccinating selected regions will lead 
to the country being separated into free 
and vaccinated areas. This will result 
in differential movement requirements 
and the need for infrastructure (permits, 
border controls, etc) to maintain integrity 
of free areas.

• Vaccination will have an impact in terms 
of registration and passport issues and 
the practical control measures required 
before many horse events can proceed.

• Vaccination is not an immediate option, 
it will take time to import vaccine (permit 
process), deploy vaccine and train 
vaccinators, vaccinate the population 
and for immunity to develop.

• In the case of the recombinant vaccine 
there may difficulties with its registration 
and there would likely be restrictions 
placed on how and who may use the 
vaccine.

• Vaccination may affect performance in 
the short term.

• Vaccine use is likely to extend the 
duration of an outbreak and delay ability 
to declare freedom.

Dr John O’Flaherty
Technical Adviser
New Zealand Equine Health Association Inc.

16 November 2007

What an advertisement for New Zealand racing with quality mare 
Everswindell (Align – Hilarion Lady) winning the Group 2 New Zealand 
Cup at Riccarton on 17th November.

Everswindell is owned by Andrew Campbell, and is leased to the 
28-member “Three Fillies Syndicate”, a group of people trainer John 
Sargent got together to race three fillies on lease from his stable.

Members of the syndicate include the NZTBA’s and John Sargent’s 
bank manager Keith Lunn, NZTR’s chairman Guy Sargent, Massey 
University vice chancellor Judith Kinear and Manawatu Racing Club’s 
president David Bennett.  

John Sargent has always had a high opinion of Everswindell.

“She won her first two trials and I thought she’d make a two-year-old 
but then she started to grow and she’s grown into a huge mare now,” 
Sargent said.

Everswindell will now be aimed towards next January’s Gr.1 Wellington 
Cup, where she will look to improve on her third placing last season.

Congratulations Keith, from the NZTBA members!!   

   Photo opposite: Keith Lunn with his winning mare Everswindell

EVERSWINDELL’S OWNERS CELEBRATE
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Get your banking advice
straight from the specialist’s mouth.

Keith Lunn is a rare breed. With three decades of banking experience behind him, Keith 
is also our thoroughbred industry specialist. As part owner of three racehorses, he 
knows the equine business fi rst hand, and understands the sort of fi nancial decisions 
you’re faced with. Keith is part of a dedicated team of Agribusiness Managers who
offer bold new thinking to help grow your business. From strategic planning workshops 
to everyday banking, we’re here to help you create wealth. So to talk about equine 
industry banking, talk to Keith Lunn.

Keith Lunn
Agribusiness Manager
Keith_Lunn@bnz.co.nz
07 888 4659 or 029 914 5740

A copy of our current disclosure statement and, where applicable, our current investment statement, may be obtained free of 
charge from any branch or agency of the Bank, or viewed on our website www.bnz.co.nzY&
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Derby Enclosure, Ellerslie Racecourse,
Morrin Street, Auckland, New Zealand.

Private Bag 99908, Newmarket, Auckland.
Ph: (64 9) 525 2428 Fax: (64 9) 525 2434

Email: nztba@nzthoroughbred.co.nz
Website: www.nzthoroughbred.co.nz

New Zealand Thoroughbred Breeders’ Association

Michael Martin  Chief Executive
michael@nzthoroughbred.co.nz

NZTBA 
Executive Staff

Sally Cassels-Brown  Office Manager
sally@nzthoroughbred.co.nz

Janine Wallace  Membership Secretary
nztba@nzthoroughbred.co.nz

Season’s Greetings
The NZTBA Council and staff send members their very best 
wishes for Christmas and the New Year.
The Council, Michael, Sally and Janine will once again 
host a tent at the Karaka complex for the duration of the 
New Zealand National Yearlings Sales, 28th January to 3rd 
February 2008.  We invite all members and guests attending 
the sales to call in for a drink, one of our excellent ham 
sandwiches and a friendly chat.
Our offi ce will close on 21st  December and re-open on 
7th January 2008.


