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What is “Supply Chain Wastage”?
W i n t e r  2 0 0 8

Around 50 members were in attendance 
at the Annual General Meeting of the 
NZTBA in Auckland recently specifically 
to hear the report delivered by the 
CEO of the New Zealand Racing Board 
Graeme Hansen, on the thoroughbred 
breeding figures and the domestic 
racing requirements for the future.

With all the talk of synthetic tracks and 
increased racing to satisfy the needs of the 
commingling agreement with Tabcorp in 
Australia, the question has often been asked 
as to where the supply of product  

will come from? For at least the past five years the NZTBA has been issuing 
strong warnings that the foals numbers were declining and action was needed 
in this area.

In November last year the Racing Board commissioned a study to cover all 
three codes commencing with the thoroughbreds, to look at the supply chain 
of horses.

The Board commissioned financial analyst Greg McCarthy – also an owner/
breeder – of Sutton McCarthy Ltd, a company which provides strategic, 
financial, and treasury advice to corporates, SOEs, multinationals, and other 
clients. Mr McCarthy worked in conjunction with NZTR and was on hand at the 
AGM, to assist in the delivery of the data.

The presentation entitled “Supply Chain Wastage” put forward the various 
scenarios of under-supply, along with possible means of countering the 
downside.

“Supply Chain Wastage” is a “catch all” phrase for the numbers of horses bred 
for racing that fail to race or participate to their full potential.

Statistics show that between 2002 and 2006 the foal crop declined from 5,191 
to 4,119. Two thirds of this decline can be attributed to fewer mares being 
mated for varying reasons but mainly the lack of suitable economic return, while 
the remaining third reflects that breeders have ceased breeding their mares 
after December 1 – thus shortening the breeding season also for economic 
reasons. To date any increase in imports has been offset by increased exports. 

As well between 1998 and 2006 the number of registered mares reduced from 
9,546 to 8,251. The percentage of mares being left empty has not changed 
significantly and breeders have not retained a pool of empty mares that can 
quickly be reactivated.

The table opposite illustrates what typically happens in the supply chain and 
how we end up with an average of only 44% of the horses bred going to a 
trainer, and the remaining 56% failing to reach their full potential.

Assuming that we are now going to be dealing with a reduced foal crop 
the figures for 4000 foals alter the equation markedly and there will be 
approximately 430 starters less from the 2006 foal crop onwards.  

The bottom line of this reduction is a serious shortfall in race horse numbers 
and this is already evident in the current crop of two and three-year-olds.  
This in turn has a major impact on our betting revenue.  It is a proven fact 
that a reduction in field size from 12 to eight carries with it an associated 
decrease in betting revenue of 33%.

This graph below represents the numbers that are racing from 5000 foals 
and how often they race:

In turn 430 less starters per season over the next four years will require an 
increase in starts per horse per season from the current level of 5.6 to 7.4. That 
carries with it a required increase in lifetimes starts per horses from 13.8 
to 18.5 which even taking into consideration the positive impact of a 40% 
increase in returns to owners over the past two years is a pretty tall order.   

Graeme Hansen

continued on page 3

STARTS PRoFilE oF A cRoP – Ex 5,000 FoAlS

Horses Starts Average % of Starts

Raced 30 or more times 241 10,109 41.9 33.0%

Raced 20-29 times 260 6,195 23.8 20.2%

Raced 10-19 times 507 7,047 13.9 23.0%

Raced 5-9 times 386 2,628 6.8 8.6%

Raced 1-4 times 525 1,302 2.5 4.3%

Exported 304 3,328 10.9 10.9%

2,223 30,609 13.8 100.0%

High reliance on 500 horses with > 20 lifetime starts

Poor utilisation of 900 horses with < 10 lifetime starts

Average lifetime starts = 13.8

A REAliSTic APPRoxiMATioN oF ThE cuRRENT SuPPly chAiN iS:

Source of Horses

Notified NZ Foal Crop 4,000 91%

Total Imports 410 9%

Total Crop 4,410 100%

Application of Horses

Deaths & Exports before Branding 156 4%
Net Exports 1,345 30%
Never registered with a Trainer*** 981 22%
Horses that go into work with a Trainer 1,928 44%

Of which:

Suffers a career ending physical event *** 329
Suffers a physical event requiring a lengthy spell *** 609
Voluntarily retired - predominantly poor perfomance *** 607
Never suffers a physical event requiring a spell 383

Total Crop 4,410 100%

*** 2,526 horses (57%) fail to participate to their full potential - i.e. Supply Chain Wastage
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NZBTA MeMBerS’ diAry
As a financial member of the NZTBA you have received a hardback 
copy of the A-Z Thoroughbred Breeders’ diary.  This is the third year 
the diary has been part of your membership package.  The advantage 
of the hardback version is that you have a full page for each day of 
the year.

We are currently reviewing our publications for next year and would 
welcome any feedback from members as to the use of the hardback 
version.  if we did not proceed with the hardback next year, the small 
softback version would still be issued to all NZTBA members.

NZTM & NZTBA iNveSTMeNT 
SeMiNArS
After a successful seminar in Palmerston North in November last 
year, Michael Martin, John Aubrey and Joe Walls are conducting three 
further Bloodstock investment Seminars in late July and early August 
in New Plymouth, Wellington and Christchurch.

The objective of the seminar is to update professional advisers 
(accountants and lawyers in particular) on the opportunities in the 
breeding sector and the recent changes in Bloodstock Taxation 
Legislation.  NZTBA members in each of the three regions will also be 
attending.

John Aubrey’s latest book Bloodstock Taxation in New Zealand is 
available at the Auckland office (09) 525 2428

StrangleS alert
With the recent isolated outbreaks of 
Strangles, please make sure that your 
vaccinations are up-to-date.  If you are 

unsure, consult your veterinarian.

FINALISTS 
FOR MERCEDES BREEDER OF THE YEAR 

2007/2008
PHiliP ANd CATHERiNE BROWN, breeder of el Segundo

dAvid ANd PAT JONES, breeder of Master O’reilly

diCk kARREMAN, kARREMAN BlOOdSTOCk, breeder of  
Seachange and Keepa Cruisin

lAuRENCE REdSHAW, breeder of Kibbutz

SCOTT WilliAMS, breeder of Zarita and efficient

FINALISTS 
FOR MERCEDES BROODMARE OF THE YEAR 

2007/2008
GiN PlAyER, dam of Zarita and Joy And Fun

JOiE dENiSE (AuS), dam of Tuesday Joy

JuST CRuiSiNG (AuS), dam of Seachange, Keepa Cruisin  
and Korau road

PAlOS vERdES, dam of el Segundo and redondo Beach

The winners will be announced at the Mercedes  
Thoroughbred Racing Awards to be held this year at  
Mystery Creek, Hamilton on Friday 15th August 2008.

tickets available: (04)-576 6240 
email: office@nzracing.co.nz
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dunstan Orphan Foal Supplement – Saving the Orphaned Foal
C Whalley. Nutritionist, Dunstan Horse Feeds  

There may also be occasions when the foal needs 
to be weaned early to avoid the stress of lactation 
on the mare, or where the mare is simply not a 
good milker or mother.

In any of the above circumstances, mares milk 
will always be the best, and it is essential that 
immunoglobulin rich colostrum is fed to the foal 
during the first 18 hours after birth.

Liquid feed as a follow on to colostrum is equally 
important and a proprietary mare milk replacer 
should be fed to the foal whenever possible, at the 
manufacturer’s recommended dilution rates. (In 
general, mare’s milk has a lower fat content, and 
higher lactose content than cows or goats milk.)

The golden rule when feeding an orphaned foal, 
or a foal which requires supplementation is to 
feed small amounts at frequent intervals. Large, 
infrequent feeds will inevitably lead to digestive 
upsets and scours.

When feeding mare milk replacers, the goal is 
to encourage the foal to consume solid feed as 

soon as possible. To mimimise the risk of digestive 
upsets, the supplementary feed must be both 
palatable and contain ingredients which are highly 
digestible.

Dunstan Orphan Foal Supplement has been 
formulated to be fed as the introductory feed to 
solid feeding. It is not a milk replacer, but a blend of 
milk powder, cooked extruded vegetable proteins, 
cooked cereals, minerals and vitamins, plus 
essential amino acids.

A highly digestible protein source (Nupro™ from 
Alltech) plus a blend of Salmon Oil is included to 
provide both essential amino acids and fatty acids.

Nupro supplies a range of peptides and nucleotides 
derived from yeast. These are components of 
human infant milk formula which help aid natural 
immunity through the production of important 
antibodies (IgC – immunoglobulins) and also aid 
gastrointestinal health.

A blend of the essential fatty acids Omega 6, 
9 and 3 are included in Dunstan Orphan Foal 

Supplement. Omega 3, the anti inflammatory fatty 
acid is included as a blend of both Flax Seed Oil 
and Fish (Salmon) Oil.

Dunstan Orphan Foal Supplement contains highly 
digestible ingredients to provide for the elevated 
nutrient requirements of the young foal.

The Milk Powder content within Orphan Foal 
Supplement allows for a porridge to be made with 
warm water should a more liquid diet be preferred 
initially by the Foal.

Once the foal is consistently eating 1 kg per day 
of the Dunstan Orphan Foal Supplement, a change 
can be made to Dunstan Weanling Mix.

Rearing an orphan foal is not the easiest of tasks. 
Care must be given to the changing nutritional 
needs of the foal. For foals raised on milk replacer 
it is essential to monitor the amount and frequency 
of feeds and to pay close attention to providing 
a balanced diet during the changeover from milk 
replacer to solid feed.

Full details of this product is available on  
Dunstan’s website, www.dunstan.co.nz or by calling Dunstan on 0800 438 678

If we factor into the equation, that fuel, feed  and labour costs have sky 
rocketed over the past six months that almost negates any increase 
received by owners in stake money.  The report did not have data on how 
many breeders were in fact owners yet the breeders were still affected by 
the increased costs of fuel, feed and labour. 

From the NZTBA’s own data base it is known that approximately 80% of 
NZTBA members have one or more horses in training with a further 10% 
having more than one.

Hansen went on to present further statistics and projections all of which 
are in the full report posted on the NZTBA website. The presentation was 
full of data about the costs to the industry if we didn’t increase the foal 
crop and/or the number of starters but gave no consideration to the actual 
cost of investment in producing the product and whether that is viable to 
breeders.

The report goes into detail outlining the possible initiatives that could be 
made available to encourage the increase in foal numbers.

These include Breeders’ bonuses, foal, service fee and import rebates, 
breed to race incentives, race bonuses and many more, and whether in 
fact they are achievable.

The statistics on bonuses for breeders do not illustrate them as being 
economically viable or very achievable.  They conclude that broad based 
breeder or importer incentives are unlikely to cost effectively increase the 
size of the New Zealand foal crop, and simply put, that over the medium to 
long term an increase in supply is only sustainable if there is an increase 
in demand.  Therefore incentives that stimulate demand are more likely to 
be successful albeit they take longer to work through the supply chain.

Which brings us to possible Owner incentives, which suggest that the 
answer lies in higher and targeted race stakes policies, and reduced 
costs to owners – similar to the policy already adopted by NZTR of free 
nominations and acceptances etc – and incentives to retain and race a 
horse in New Zealand, race rather than trial, and keep a horse in work 
longer, which should increase demand.

To this end the report calls on NZTR to review their ratings based 
handicapping to provide for horses to drop back in class, implement a 
national turf assessment program to improve standard of tracks and review 
their synthetic track strategy and revamp their meeting classifications, 
programming, race dates and barrier trials and offer trainer incentives.

Throughout the presentation Hansen was at pains to point out that as the 
report had been prepared in conjunction with NZTR that they would be the 
“caretakers” of the report and it would be up to them to consider it further.  

The Racing Board’s role he maintained was to canvas the report and open 
the subject up for discussion. In fact as one councillor quipped “Hansen’s 
job is to set fires – its left to someone else to put them out!” 

The Executive of the NZTBA continues to lobby NZTR for the inclusion in 
their business plan for Breeders Bonuses and more specifically bonuses 
that can be paid in addition to stake money. They don’t want to take 
money away from owners by diluting stake money and believe the NZRB 
should make a pool of funds available to cater for this.  The Executive are 
confident that they are being heard at NZTR and look forward to making 
some vital progress in this area to combat the decline in foal numbers.

www.nzthoroughbred.co.nz

What is “Supply Chain Wastage”?  continued from page 1

For various reasons,there will be occasions when the mare is unable to provide sufficient milk to nurture her foal – 
either as a result of the death of the mare during delivery, or from complications resulting from the delivery, leaving 
an orphaned foal.
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John Fokerd Vicki Pascoe

introducing the new NZTBA councillors
Following the Annual General Meeting in June two new councillors were elected to the NZTBA Council – John Fokerd 
representing the Central Region and vicki Pascoe the Northern Region.

Wellingtonian John Fokerd is a passionate racing 
and breeding enthusiast with a background 
in Chartered Accountancy. He didn’t hesitate 
when approached by the Wellington Branch 
– he was their Honorary Auditor - to stand for 
council believing he could make a difference 
representing the Central region.

 “Over the years the Council has played a strong 
role in the industry and some of the previous 
Councillors were captains of the industry and 
made a significant difference to thoroughbred 

breeding in New Zealand.  i feel it is time for the Council to become 
more proactive again and make their voice heard.  i would like to see a 
Council that satisfies the needs of its members – all its members small, 
medium and large.

“We need to create a body who can give the members what they want – 
a fair return and strong support for ongoing growth.  i believe there is a 
need to concentrate on the issues of small to medium breeders.

“The Wellington area which i represent has weakened over the years 
and although we have a good membership base it is not exactly an 
active base.  This is compounded a little by the reduction of studs and 
stallions in the lower region – but this is being addressed to a degree. 
There is potential for growth and we mustn’t loose sight of the fact that 
Wellington still has a high net worth population that is being attracted to 
racing and ultimately it could be attracted into breeding.

When you view Fokerd’s business and racing Cv you wonder where 
he finds the time to be so passionate about racing and breeding. He is 
currently vice President of the Wellington racing Club, a member of the 
rACe Board, and a member of the Central districts Cluster Board.  For 
good measure he is also on the board of Toi Whakaari (New Zealand 
drama School) and the immediate past chairman ronald Mcdonald 
House, where he remains on the fundraising committee for a new House 
in Wellington.  As well, he still practices as a Chartered Accountant.

After 30 years with KPMG, 18 of those as a partner, Fokerd decided it 
was time to leave the big practice and refine his clientele and focus 
on the more enjoyable things in life. during his time at KPMG he had 
a client base which included breeders, studs and trainers, and in the 
1980’s was involved in winding up a number of breeding partnerships, 
at the same time adding to his own broodmare band.

Fokerd currently owns or has shares in around eight broodmares. To 
date he has bred four black type horses, but is yet to race a black type 
winner although with around seven horses in work, that dream could 
soon become a reality.

Along with ron dixon, he bred Kapiston (Lake Coniston-Kapetoile) who 
won the Group One ellerslie Sires Produce Stakes in 2001. They also 
bred Shira (Kilimanjaro) from Conistar a full sister to Kapiston, she was 
third in the Group Three desert Gold Stakes at Wellington last year.

“i started out racing horses simply for the relaxation.  i don’t have a 
racing pedigree although my mother tells me when i was a teenager i 
was always keen to get the family to go to Trentham for the day.  i have 
really relished the years i have been involved and i am really looking 
forward to my time on the NZTBA Council.”

John Fokerd

vicki Pascoe admits to having only one brief 
six-month spell in her life when she was without 
a horse.  “i got my first horse at 11,” recalls the 
new Northern region representative, and the third 
woman to sit on the Council.

That six-month period occurred when her pony 
foal had died and her grandfather took her to 
Claudelands and bought her three broodmares. 
One of those broodmares lived to the grand old 
age of 33, being pampered by vicki after spending 
her later years as a nanny to younger horses.

despite her love of horses and desire to work with them, vicki’s parents 
were totally opposed to her working in a stable.

instead of life at the end of a pitchfork, vicki’s working life began at the 
Auckland Star as secretary to the paper’s photographers. From there 
she moved into banking and was one of 12 women who were selected 
throughout the country for an escalated career path.

At that time vicki and husband Terry had 42 acres at Silverdale where 
they were agisting horses, while both working full time but the desire 
was there to focus more on their horses. “it was pre-crash and we sold 
up and bought 100 acres here in the Waikato,” says vicki.

Having bought the property that was to be billed “Club Med” Agistment, 
vicki transferred to work for the National Australia Bank in Hamilton.

A member of the NZ Thoroughbred Breeders’ Association for 31 years, 
vicki says it was initially ron Ladd who took her under his wing, while 
Mike Kneebone was responsible for suggesting she join the committee 
of the Waikato Branch.

Having served as vice-president for two years under John Thompson, 
another who has earned vicki’s respect, she then took over the 
president’s role.

One of the aspects of her time within the Waikato branch of which she is 
most proud is the on-going success of the branch’s communication tool, 
Bloodline. 

vicki finally left the bank 13 years ago to immerse herself totally in the 
agistment business.  “i am paid to do what i want to do,” she says. “We 
have a lovely, good and regular clientele and we race horses to develop 
families.”

One of those families she is intent on developing further includes In 
Honour, who broke her maiden recently. 

In Honour showed ability early on according to vicki but, like a lot of 
later maturing types, didn’t quite have the strength to match that ability. 
“We knew she had the goods and she was always running on.  it helped 
that she was with a patient syndicate,” she says.

Two of the syndicate members are also first time owners who have now 
moved into other horses and brought in other new people, something 
that gives vicki immense satisfaction.“We have five syndicates going 
and we try to make it as much fun as possible,” she says.

As a new Council member vicki states one of her interests lies with the 
NZTBA’s corporate sponsors and membership benefits.

“i would like to look at helping further enhance the benefits to members 
of our partnerships with BNZ, dunstan, Fertco and Lindauer,” she says.

Vicki Pascoe
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Vicki Pascoe
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A scheme to help a mate with a yearling draft 
a number of years ago was the catalyst that 
set Taupo breeders Steve and Marlene Clark 
on the path to breeding the dual Platinum 
Homes NZ Tauranga Classic Listed winner 
Ististar(Istidaad- Marlanda Star by Star Way).

“What Ististar has done is a wonderful thrill, 
breeding a stakes winner is what you dream 
will happen when you start out and when it 
does happen the feeling is out of this world. 
We have been to see a number of her races 
and seeing her win is an amazing high,” said 
Steve Clark as he recalled how he and Marlene 
became involved in the breeding industry.

Steve and Marlene, both school teachers, had 
a passing interest in horse racing, but they had 
a good friend who was more directly involved 
in the industry and was preparing a yearling 
draft for Karaka. 

“He didn’t really have a standout colt, either 
on type or pedigree so a group of us including 
Gordon Calder who was working at Windsor 
Park Stud at the time, got together and spent 
$20,000 on a weanling colt by Star Way out of 
Truism. The colt sold reasonably well to Bevan 
Laming and as Mr Orbit won a couple of races 
on the Gold Coast,” recalls Clark.

However the seed was sown and not long after 
the Clarks heard that Truism was for sale and 
in foal to Star Way so they bit the bullet and 
bought her, the resulting foal was Marlanda 
Star – named in recognition of Marlene and 
the Clark’s daughter Amanda. A little later and 
along came a couple of other mares and a 17 
acre property north of Taupo to keep them on.

Truism then went to Woodborough and produced 
a further two foals before dropping dead from 
a massive heart attack. By this stage Marlanda 
Star was of racing age but had received an 
injury in the paddock as a youngster.  Ironically 
the McKee’s were consulted about training her 
but confirmed that they didn’t think the injury 
would stand up to racing, so the decision to 
send her to stud was hastened.

“I decided to send her to Istidaad for two 
reasons.  Firstly she didn’t have a race record 
of her own and neither did her mother so I 
wanted a stallion that was well performed on 
the racetrack and Istidaad was certainly that.  
As well someone had told me – and I can’t 
quite recall who it was had said that Marlanda 
Star would be best suited by a Danzig line 
horse – so Istidaad got the nod.”  

Steve was certainly right about the lack of 
race performance in the immediate dam line 
but looking into the pedigree it certainly has 
its share of good performers.  Truism is out of 
Clue an Imposing mare who won a race at two, 
she in turn is a half sister to Wallstreet a Group 
Three winner in Western Australia and a winner 
of nine races, and Makamint a stakes placed 
winner of three, and Tea For You who won six 
races in Hong Kong.

Their dam Hint was South Island Filly of the Year 
in 1984 winning nine races including three at 
two. The daughter of Three Legs won five listed 
events at three and was fourth in the Group One 
1000 Guineas behind Burletta. She ran second 
in the Group Three Arawa Stakes at Rotorua.

Marlanda Star was the Clarks only mare to 
foal in 2002 and that filly foal being a first 
foal wasn’t all that big.  They decided to send 
Marlanda Star to Nick and Anne-Marie King at 
Brighthill Farm to be weaned and rather than 
returning the weanling to Taupo advertised 
her for sale in the Friday Flash.  Tina Bryant 
responded to the advertisement and purchased 
herself a filly formed a partnership to race her, 
named her Ististar and the rest is history.

Ististar has now won nine races and over 
$300,000 in stakes including bonuses.  Her win 
in the listed  Platinum Homes NZ Tauranga Classic 
for fillies and mares was her second in that event 
and her third win at Tauranga. She had previously 
scored in the Listed Ingham-Sears Mercedes Benz 
Bay Of Plenty Stakes a fillies and mares event 
also over 1400 metres. 

She backed that form up with a win at 
Wellington over 1400 metres and went into her 
latest win with almost a month between races.  
The five year old mare is now spelling and will 
be served early in the spring before returning 
to work to have a crack at the Group Two NRM 
Auckland Thoroughbred Breeders’ Stakes, a 
race in which she ran a gallant second last year.

“After we bred Ististar we didn’t send Marlanda 
Star to stud for a couple of years.  With three 
mares to send to stud we started consulting 
Anne Meredith to assist us with our matings.  
On her advice we sent Marlanda Star to 
Spectatorial and sold the resulting colt at 
Karaka this year, and then she went to Sandtrap 
and produced a gorgeous filly that we may 
keep, and now is safely in foal to Scardee Cat. 
Anne has helped us focus on more commercial 
stallions than we may have considered before.”

As well as Marlanda Star the Clarks are 

breeding from Chateau View (Crested Wave-
Chateau Bleau by Rocky Mountain) and Lady 
Anne (Grosvneor-Show About by Showdown).

“We purchased Lady Anne from the Paramount 
Lodge dispersal sale in 2004. She was in foal 
to Arcadian Hero and had left three winners 
at that stage including Krystal Klear, Hanzan 
and Unique Express. She had also produced a 
Mellifont colt that had been sold to Singapore 
and he turned out to be World Delight, a winner 
of six races in Singapore.”

World Delight’s wins include the listed Three 
Rings Trophy and a second in the Group One 
Singapore Derby last year, and at his last start 
in Singapore in late May he finished fourth 
behind Jay Peg in the Singapore Airlines 
International Cup Group One. Jay Peg’s 
previous start was winning the Group One 
Dubai Duty Free Mile in Dubai in March.

“The Arcadian Hero foal is Atalante and she is 
in work with John Sargeant, we have retained 
the Thorn Park yearling filly as well.  Lady Anne 
is now in foal to Spartacus.”

Chateau View is an unraced daughter of the 
Stakeswinning mare Chateau Bleau from the 
family of Mayo Gold and Surfers Paradise. She 
has a Deputy Governor colt at foot but is not in 
foal, she has left one winner in Dungarvan Bay.

The 10 years or so that the Clarks have been 
involved in the breeding industry have certainly 
been eventful and exciting - Steve is now a 
relieving teacher to enable him to be “hands 
on” with the mares and foals, their children 
are now adults, Amanda is an interior designer 
in Wellington and Kieran is a panel beater in 
Taupo, but pops out to feed up when Mum and 
Dad need to get away, and they are living the 
dream breeding stakes winners.  As for the 
friend who had that yearling draft that needed 
an extra colt – well he is no longer involved in 
the industry but rings up to congratulate and 
catch up whenever Ististar wins a race!

Living the dream through ististar

Marlene and Steve Clark, NZTBA members and the breeders of Ististar

www.nzthoroughbred.co.nz



As of 1st August 2008, the Equine Parentage and 
Animal Genetic Services Centre at Massey University 
will no longer be providing the service of blood typing 
of horses for parentage verification. 

Parentage verification of thoroughbred horses in New 
Zealand, essential for registration, has used the DNA 
based technology of DNA profiles since the 2002 foal 
crop. There should now be very few broodmares not 
on the DNA database, and so the impact of cessation 
of blood typing will be minimal. 

However it does mean that any foal from a dam that 
has not been DNA typed, and the mare has died 
subsequent to foaling, will no longer be able to be 
blood typed to prove maternity, and so will not be 
eligible for registration. 

To avoid such situations arising please ensure that all 
mares which have foaled or are due to foal, and have 
not yet been DNA typed, have hair samples collected 
and submitted to the Centre immediately. 

Samples should be dispatched to:  
Dr Jenny Cahill  
Equine Parentage & Animal Genetics Services Centre  
Massey University  
Palmerston North 

For those breeders/veterinarians who have used the 
blood typing services of the Centre for the purposes 
of predicting the risk of mares/foals for neonatal 
isoerythrolysis, a potentially fatal condition for the 
foal, the limited blood typing necessary to provide this 
service will be continued.

Cessation of Blood 
Typing for Parentage 
verification

Appling nutrients to soils in the form of fertiliser is vital to sustainable agriculture, however because 
soil is a complex and dynamic ecosystem there are some vital issues to consider. The type of 
fertiliser you choose is important, and needs to be considered in relation to the desired outcome of 
your farming system. Phosphate is the most important nutrient in New Zealand farming systems as 
it is the plant’s energy source and helps to develop healthy roots.

Dicalcic phosphate fertilisers (in Fertco’s case The DCP and KingpHos ranges) have distinct 
advantages and benefits over other phosphate sources and we can define these under the following 
headings:

Phosphate Efficiency / Soil chemistry 
Chemically, Dicalcic phosphate is different to Super-phosphate, DAP and Triple Super in that it 
has two calcium ions (for every phosphate ion) whereas the other products have just one. Calcium 
carbonate is alkaline and negates acidity (by sorbing free hydrogen ions). This is important to soil 
chemistry because fertilisers which alter soil pH cause chemical reactions, the most important 
being the activity of iron and aluminum in the soil. Iron and aluminum are responsible for phosphate 
retention and therefore the more of these elements that are active in the soil the greater the 
phosphate retention. Acid environments cause phosphate lock up. 

Dicalcic phosphate is pH neutral and therefore will not negatively alter soil pH. In fact, it has a liming 
effect, meaning less phosphate retention and a more efficient form of phosphate. To the farmer, 
this equates to less phosphate applied to get the same dry matter production. Fertco recommends 
that one third less phosphate from DCP is required to maintain fertility than phosphate from other 
sources. 

Soil Biology 
The majority of soil science trial work conducted in New Zealand has concentrated on soil chemistry 
and as a result we can tell you with certainty what the benefit of having an olsen P level of 20 vs 
10 will be. Soil chemistry is only one aspect of the soil environment and healthy soil biology is just 
as important to producing quality pasture. Fertilisers that contain free acid alter soil pH and have a 
detrimental effect on soil life. Fertco’s DCP products will not drop soil pH.

Fertco clients talk of healthier stock, less dependence on nitrogen fertilisers, greener pastures which 
continue to produce through dry periods and of a healthy, dense pasture sward. They attribute these 
to Fertco’s DCP products and the improved soil biological activity and soil structure that come with 
their use. 

The Environment 
With today’s greater emphasis on the impact farm inputs have on our environment we now need to 
look for smarter products to overcome these challenges. After nitrogen, phosphate has the greatest 
detrimental effect on water systems and has been linked to increased algal growth. Phosphate, 
although ‘held’ well by most New Zealand soils, can suffer runoff and, to a lesser extent, leaching. 

DCP is a controlled release phosphate source, meaning it is not completely water soluble like 
Super-phosphate and not slow-release like RPR. Fertco DCP’s controlled release characteristics 
mean phosphate runoff and leaching are less likely to occur. 

For any further information please contact Fertco on 0800 FERTco (337 826) or visit the 
Fertco website on www.fertco.co.nz

FERTiliSER coSTS hAVE Sky 
RockETED… Time to consider the 
advantages and benefits of dicalcic Phosphate
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Bruce Slade, the 2008 recipient of the Sunline Education 
Trust Management Scholarship, pictured with the 
recently retired champion stallion Sadler’s Wells (USA) 
at Coolmore, Ireland.  Bruce is now on the final leg of 
his 6-month scholarship which has seen him spending 
approximately 9 weeks each at Cheveley Park in 
England, Coolmore in Ireland and now finally at Taylor 
Made Farm in Kentucky, USA.  Bruce’s “blogs” on the 
NZTBA website www.thoroughbred.co.nz have proved a 
very popular, enlightening and entertaining read.

Sunline Education Trust News
The Trust has a 2008 Service Nomination available to 
Sunline’s sire desert Sun (GB) courtesy of lady Joyce Fisher.
Members with mares in Australia who are interested in this 
nomination please contact Michael Martin on phone 
64 9 525 2428, or  michael@nzthoroughbred.co.nz
desert Sun (GB) stands at Eliza Park in victoria.
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Get your banking advice straight 
from the specialist’s mouth.

Keith Lunn is a rare breed. With three decades of banking experience behind him, Keith 
is also our thoroughbred industry specialist. He knows the equine business fi rst hand, 
and understands the sort of fi nancial decisions you’re faced with. Keith is part of a 
dedicated team of Agribusiness Managers that are always coming up with new ways 
to help grow your business. From strategic planning workshops to everyday banking, 
they’re here to help you create wealth. So to talk about equine industry banking, talk 
to Keith Lunn at Bank of New Zealand, where Agribusiness means business.

Keith Lunn, Agribusiness Manager
Keith_Lunn@bnz.co.nz
07 888 4659 or 029 914 5740
A copy of our current disclosure statement and, where applicable, our current investment statement, may be obtained free of charge 
from any branch or agency of the Bank, or viewed on our website www.bnz.co.nz
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Get your banking advice straight 

Keith Lunn is a rare breed. With three decades of banking experience behind him, Keith 



NZTBA Executive Staff

Michael Martin  Chief Executive
michael@nzthoroughbred.co.nz

Janine Wallace  Membership Secretary
nztba@nzthoroughbred.co.nz

Sally Cassels-Brown  Office Manager
sally@nzthoroughbred.co.nz

Derby Enclosure, Ellerslie Racecourse, 

Morrin Street, Auckland, New Zealand. 

Private Bag 99908, Newmarket, Auckland.

Ph: (64 9) 525 2428 Fax: (64 9) 525 2434 

Email: nztba@nzthoroughbred.co.nz 

Website: www.nzthoroughbred.co.nz

New Zealand Thoroughbred Breeders’ Association

Have you vaccinated your mare for EHV?
If not, you should discuss this with your vet NOW

Now is the ideal time to encourage your friends to join the New Zealand Thoroughbred 
Breeders’ Association with the breeding season just around the corner.
The 2008 Register of Thoroughbred Stallions of New Zealand is a must-read for all breeders and is issued to all NZTBA 
members as part of their membership.  

For more information contact our Membership Secretary Janine Wallace on ph: 09 525 2428, email Janine@nzthoroughbred.co.nz, 
or visit our website www.nzthoroughbred.co.nz to download an application form. All new members will be sent a 2008 register 
and will also receive the highly-valued hardback version of the A-Z NZTBA Thoroughbred Breeders diary.


