
 

Where Are They Now? 
From the sales to their new owners – views of sellers and buyers 
Although many readers are very familiar with the long and 

careful preparation required to ready a yearling for sale, there is nearly as 
much effort and planning required ensuring the youngsters arrive safely 
and quickly at their new homes – whether it is 15 kms down the road or 
half way across the globe. 
 The Strategic Image colt out of Bay Mist (Straight Strike) was 
sold by Te Runga Stud to Tom Murtagh of Esker Lodge in the Waikato.  In 
a box nearby the colt caught Tom’s eye who described him as being “very 
strong with lots of natural muscle – an ideal candidate to be prepared for 
the Ready to Run sale”.  
 Bred by local breeder, Vicki van Dorp, and consigned by Haunui 
Farm, the Stravinsky colt out of Foxy Blonde (Volksraad) was passed in 
through the ring but was purchased by Albert Bosma’s Go Racing to be 
syndicated.  “I was looking at another horse at the time, so missed 
seeing him go through the ring.  When I saw he had been passed in we 
made our way back to see the horse in his box straight away. “The colt 
had a short trip back to Haunui Farm and then was due to be sent to 
Chris Rutten at Cavallo Lodge (Levin) at the end of March to be broken-in, 
then to Shane Marr at Riccarton – it breaks up the trip” Albert said. 
 A filly by Stravinsky out of Miss Charmer (Zabeel), bred by 
Richard Moore, was passed in through the ring but found a home when 
well known bloodstock agent Michael Otto, purchased the filly at the sale 
ground later on that day.  Michael consigned the filly literally back down 
the road to Soliloquy Lodge, and later arranged for her to move across 
the motorway to Haunui Farm. Michael reports that she will remain in 
New Zealand and be broken in during the autumn then will be sent to her 
owners in Melbourne. 
 Purchasers of the Stoneybridge Ekraar/Ocarina (Octagonal) colt 
from the Festival Sale, Pania Hudson and Kelvin McGrail of Feilding, 
commented that they were “surprised we got him for the price, he’s just a 
really good animal with impressive good bone and a good brain, he 
travelled well, eats well and is loving being out in the paddock. He will be 
broken in over March and will be no trouble, we are leaving him as a colt 
until there’s a reason for him not to be and he will go to a northern 
trainer”. Pania & Kelvin recently tragically lost Wilfred Owen who they 
held in high regard. 
 From the time yearlings walk out of the sale ring at Karaka - sold 
or unsold, a well-organised operation swings into gear ensuring the 
yearlings are moved away as efficiently and quickly as possible.  From 
the second day on things are hectic 
as there is a real attempt to clear those 
horses from the complex,  contd overleaf 
 
 

IMPORTANT DATES  
4-6 May 

NZ Bloodstock National Weanling, 
Broodmare and Mixed  

Bloodstock Sale 

Sunday 14 June 
Bomac Lecture Series “Managing Your 

Horse’s Performance” 
Dr Kate Savage, Head of Equine Clinical 

Services, University of Melbourne at 
New Zealand Bloodstock Sales Centre, 

Karaka 

Friday 4 September 
NZB Insurance Auckland Branch Awards 

Dinner 
Ellerslie Function Centre 

Saturday 5 September 
Great Northern Day at Ellerslie 

Sunday 6 September 
Auckland Branch Stallion Tour 

Friday 20 November 
The Original Aussie Butcher Golf Day at 

Clarks Beach Golf Course 

Saturday 21 November 
NRM/Auckland Group 2 Thoroughbred 

Breeders Stakes 1400m 
Counties Racing Club 

 
Disclaimer: 

 The views expressed in this newsletter are not 
necessarily those of the NZTBA or its members. 
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